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Transforming the 
patient experience.

A new hospital for more healing.

In a time of profound biomedical 
potential,  Stanford Health Care has 
built a revolutionary new hospital. One 
that blends humanity with technology 
to transform the patient care experience. 
Your new Stanford Hospital is designed 
to meet the continued mission of our 
world-leading medical team to provide 
the best possible care and medical 
breakthroughs, for every kind of patient. 
Discover more at StanfordHealthCare.org/
NewStanfordHospital.
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Classic Charm 
Meets Modern Living in Atherton 

Set back on a highly desirable square one-acre lot, this home blends 
unique character inside and out, offering immense opportunity for luxurious
living, relaxation, and entertainment. Come see for yourself and imagine 
the possibilities.  

127 Selby Lane  |  Atherton
Bedrooms: 5  |  Bathrooms: 4-1/2  | Living: 4,750 sq ft  |  Lot: 1 Acre

$7,900,000
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•

Ric  Bassin | 650-400-0502
Rich@BWGpartners.com

DRE 00456815 

David Weil | 650-823-3855
David@BWGpartners.com

DRE 01400271

Nick Granoski | 650-269-8556
Nick@BWGpartners.com

DRE 00994196

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational 

of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Local News

By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

W
hen John Davey and 
Christine David 
attended a Nov. 20 

Atherton City Council meeting 
they expected council members 
to simply weigh the pros and 
cons of their proposed off-leash 
dog area in the town’s only park, 
but say they were shocked by the 
council’s split vote to remove the 
option from the town’s master 
plan.

Davey and David felt so strong-
ly about what they say was the 
council’s disregard for what they 
assert is a priority for Atherton 
residents that they submitted 
letters of resignation from their 
posts on the town’s Park & Recre-
ation Committee late last month. 
The committee had recommend-
ed that the council consider a 
proposal to build an off-leash 
dog park — funded by donations 
— southeast of Holbrook-Palmer 
Park’s North Lawn. The concept 
to create an off-leash area was 
part of the town’s 2015 master 
plan for the future development 
of the park.  

“Why even have a Park & Rec-
reation Committee if the town 
council is not going to take seri-
ously our recommendations?” 
asked Davey, who has served 

on the committee on and off for 
three decades, including a stint 
as chair, before resigning on 
Nov. 26. His term was set to end 
in June 2022. “Our (the commit-
tee’s) objective is to represent the 
needs of Atherton residents as 
it relates to the park, and that’s 
what we thought we were doing 
in good faith.”

The two said they were partic-
ularly surprised that the council 
declined not only to consider 
the proposal, but also to remove 
it from the park’s master plan, 
a move they say was “unneces-
sary.” David said the master 
plan was based on decades of 
experience in the park, plus 
resident feedback, gathered at 
taxpayer expense, and that the 
town should honor it.

Mayor Bill Widmer said at the 
meeting that the town has “more 
important fish to fry.” He and 
other council members cited the 
need to focus on the town’s $31.6 
million civic center construction 
project, which is scheduled for 
completion in 2021.  

Council member Elizabeth 
Lewis noted that the town would 
need to survey residents to 
determine whether a dog park 
is a priority for residents. A 2015 
survey for the master plan deter-
mined that residents didn’t par-
ticularly want to add amenities 
to the park, but an off-leash dog 
area was the only major request, 
with 24% supporting off-leash 
dog use anywhere in the park 
and another 44% supporting it 
in a designated area, for a total of 
68% of respondents.

“I’m really surprised this (dog 
park proposal) is coming to us 
at this particular time,” Lewis 
said at the meeting. “I thought 
we indicated it was not a priority. 
Just because it’s part of the mas-
ter plan doesn’t mean we’re going 
to build something that would be 
nice to have.”

Three council members — 
Lewis, Widmer and Cary Wiest 
— voted to remove the dog park 
from the master plan; Mike 
Lempres opposed the action. 
Vice Mayor Rick DeGolia, the 
council’s Park & Recreation 

Committee members resign over 
City Council’s dog park decision 

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

W
hen Menlo Park resi-
dent Drew Dunlevie 
brought forward the 

idea of a nonprofit live music 
venue to breathe new life into 
the old Guild Theatre in early 
2018, the widespread excite-
ment about the idea offered 
a rare example of how near-
unanimous public support can 
expedite an often contentious 
and slow-moving process. 

However, it’s likely that the 
abundant public goodwill the 
project generated will be put to 
the test over the next two years 
as demolition and construction 
work move forward.

According to a Dec. 10 staff 
report, construction on the new 
Guild Theatre will start with six 
weeks of demolition work set to 
last through mid-January, fol-
lowed by 18 months of construc-
tion, through mid-2021. 

The bad news: Construction of 
the building at 949 El Camino 
Real is going to require about 
180 days of “intermittent” clo-
sures of the southbound through 
lane on El Camino Real, accord-
ing to staff. (El Camino has only 
two lanes in that section, with 
curbside parking.)

And while the closures are 
set to last from 9:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. — avoiding the worst 
peak commute times — staff 
say they expect “a significant 
traffic impact” as a result of the 
planned lane closures. 

They say they tried to explore 
other options, but there really 
aren’t any, since the only access 
to the theater is off of El Camino 
Real, and the theater takes up 
the entire property site, accord-
ing to the report. 

One potential silver lining 
of the misery folks will expe-
rience traversing a further-
bottlenecked El Camino Real is 
that city staff are working with 
the Peninsula Arts Guild, the 
nonprofit that’s building the 
new theater, to use the planned 
closures to improve a couple of 
crosswalks along El Camino 
Real near the theater. 

In 2016, the City Council 
approved and budgeted for 
expanding crosswalk options 
along El Camino Real at key 
intersections, including those 
at Roble Avenue and Menlo/
Ravenswood avenues.

Those crossings only have 
crosswalks on one side of El 
Camino Real. The city proposes 
to add a crosswalk, curb ramp 
and pedestrian signals at those 
intersections. (The city also 
supports expanded crosswalks 
across El Camino Real at Middle 
and Cambridge avenues, but 
has tied those crosswalks to 
Stanford’s Middle Plaza project, 
under construction.)

According to the report, city 
staff are working out a funding 
agreement with the Peninsula 
Arts Guild. The next steps for 
the crosswalks are to design, 

Tough traffic impacts 
to test public’s support  
of new Guild Theatre

Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

Former Park & Recreation Committee members Christine David and John Davey play with their 
leashed dogs, Benji and Wilson, in Holbrook-Palmer Park last week. They recently resigned from the 
committee after a council vote rejected the committee’s proposal to consider creating an off-leash dog park 
in Holbrook-Palmer.

See DOG PARK, page 7

See GUILD THEATRE, page 9

Photo by Magali Gauthier

The demolished interior of the Guild Theatre is visible from El 
Camino Real in Menlo Park. Work to build the new theater is expected 
to last about two years, with about six months of lane closures planned 
on El Camino Real.

‘While council listens 
to recommendations, 
we don’t always take 
recommendations of 

resident-led committee 
members. There’s no 

disrespect at all for the 
committee members.’
COUNCILWOMAN ELIZABETH LEWIS

John Davey and Christine David say council not 
considering what residents want
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BayRENResidential.org | (866) 878-6008
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Bring Out the Best in Your Home
BayREN Home+ offers cash rebates for your home energy 
efficiency improvements, plus certified contractors and  
support for every step of the way.

Speak with a 
Home Energy Advisor

(866) 878-6008
No-cost, third party project 
support to answer all your 

home energy questions

Get a Home  
Assessment
$200 in rebates 

available for Home 
Energy Score 

program

Get Rebates!
Rebates reach 
up to $5,000 
for eligible 

energy efficiency 
improvements.

Steps to a Comfy and Efficient Home

Avenidas@450 Bryant | (650) 289-5400 
www.avenidas.org

 Free movies and popcorn
 Discounts on classes, such as:

  Fitness
  Wine tasting
  Creative arts
 Member newsletter
 Discounts on wellness services
such as:

  Massage
 Nail care

  Acupuncture
 Free entrance to all Avenidas 
Chinese Community Center events

 Discounts at Redwood Café

Give the gift 
of an Avenidas membership 

this holiday and watch 
your parents smile!
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

F
aced with the increasingly 
real and local threat of 
climate change, the Menlo 

Park City Council hosted a 
discussion on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
to talk about developing a new 
climate action plan that better 
reflects what scientists say is an 
urgent need to decrease carbon 
emissions. 
 The council expressed open-
ness to exploring a far bolder goal 
than its current climate goals, 
which has been recommended by 
the city’s Environmental Qual-
ity Commission: to make Menlo 
Park carbon neutral by 2030. 
 It also voted unanimously that 
night to pass a resolution endors-
ing a declaration of a climate 
emergency, which demands 
faster action to address the cli-
mate crisis and asks for regional 
collaboration. 

The resolution also lays out 
the council’s support for educat-
ing the city’s residents about the 
climate emergency and notes 
that “health, socio-economic 
and racial equity considerations 
should be included in policymak-
ing and climate solutions.”

Currently, the city’s goal is to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to 27% below 2005 levels by 2020. 
The most current data, from 2017, 
indicates the city has reduced 
emissions by about 18.6%.

Much of the reduction achieved 
so far has to do with the city 
switching to Peninsula Clean 
Energy, which offers 90% clean 
and renewable electricity; reduc-
ing emissions due to building 
energy usage policy changes with 
PG&E; and the installation of 
efficient gas-capture devices at 
Ox Mountain Landfill, according 
to Rebecca Lucky, Menlo Park 
sustainability manager. 
 Lucky said that in the next 
climate action plan, the city can 
focus on three main areas: shift-
ing transportation to low carbon 
fuel alternatives, which could 
prevent 200,000 tons of green-
house gas emissions; achieving 
the city’s zero-waste goal by 2035, 
which could prevent 100,000 tons 
of emissions; and reducing natu-
ral gas use in existing buildings, 
which could prevent 80,000 tons 
of emissions. 
 Further recommendations for 
local governments, put forward 
by the Carbon Neutral Cit-
ies Alliance, are to: adopt a 
zero-emissions standard for new 
buildings; build electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure; mandate 
composting of organic mate-
rial; electrify heating and cooling 
systems in buildings; designate 

car-free and low-emission vehicle 
zones; support local producers 
and buyers of renewable electric-
ity; and set a city climate budget 
to support eliminating carbon 
emissions. 
 In addition, the Environmental 
Quality Commission has devel-
oped its own set of recommenda-
tions for the new climate action 
plan, which includes a proposal 
to obtain 100% carbon-free elec-
tricity citywide through Penin-
sula Clean Energy. Currently, 
households have to “opt up” to 
get this type of energy mix, which 
is slightly more expensive than 
PG&E offers, instead of the 90% 
clean mix that is slightly cheaper. 
 The commission also recom-
mends electrifying as many exist-
ing buildings as possible; reduc-
ing the miles vehicles travel; sup-
porting electric vehicle purchas-
ing and increasing infrastructure 
for electric vehicles; reducing car-
bon emissions from construction; 
electrifying municipal buildings 
and fleet vehicles; implementing 
a zero-waste plan; deterring the 
installation of  appliances that 
emit carbon, like gas water heat-
ers, in new buildings; planting 
more trees and landscaping; and 
developing adaptation measures 
to prepare the city for climate 
change. 

A number of residents spoke 
in favor of the more stringent 
carbon emission restrictions. 

“The future begins in Men-
lo Park,” said Mitch Slomiak, 
former Environmental Qual-
ity Commission member and a 
founder of Menlo Spark, urging 
the council to get the commu-
nity to carbon neutrality as fast as 
possible. “That’s the role we can 
play as a small community, by 
going far beyond our numbers,” 
he added. 
 Speaking as an individual, 
Environmental Quality Com-
mission member Tom Kabat 
commented that over the past 12 
years, “things have gotten more 
serious” when it comes to cli-
mate action. Our leadership can 
inspire others.”
 Other cities have also been 
updating their climate action 
plans, putting additional resourc-
es toward implementing strate-
gies to reduce carbon emissions. 
For instance, Mountain View 
has committed to spending $4.6 
million over the next three years 
on 10 new staff positions, plus $3 
million to support and imple-
ment climate action programs. 
 The City Council is expected to 
consider adding a project to 
update the city’s climate action 
plan to its work plan at its annual 
goal-setting meeting in January. A

Carbon neutrality by 
2030? Council open to 
bold new climate goal
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Committee liaison, abstained. 
After the meeting, DeGolia told 
The Almanac that he didn’t 
feel strongly enough about the 
motion to oppose it, but he would 
have been happy with keeping 
the dog park option in the plan. 

“While council listens to rec-
ommendations, we don’t always 
take recommendations of resi-
dent-led committee members,” 
Lewis told The Almanac. “There’s 
no disrespect at all for the com-
mittee members. The council has 
to look at the bigger picture and 
not just special interests at this 
point. That’s why we decided ‘let’s 
just take it off the table.’”

Lewis noted that even if resi-
dents raised private funds to con-
struct a dog park, it would take 
up staff time to survey residents 
on their desire for the space, and 
there would be ongoing main-
tenance costs for such a park. 
Lewis and Wiest both expressed 
concerns that a dog park could 
be a liability for the town if dogs 
attack others.

Lempres, the sole council sup-
porter of keeping the option in 
the master plan, said a dog park 
would be a “very good use of 
public space” and would help 
build community in the town. 
He said he would support a dog 
park if it was privately funded.

Council members including 
DeGolia and Widmer have asked 
Davey and David to reconsider 

their resignations. Davey said he 
will withdraw his resignation if 
council members reverse their 
decision.

David said she feels that it 
would be unethical to stay on 
the committee if she spoke 
out against the council, since 
the council appoints commit-
tee members. She said she’s also 
aware that the council could have 

chosen to remove them from the 
committee.

David joined the committee in 
2017, and her term was set to end 
in June 2021.

The Park & Recreation Com-
mittee began studying the fea-
sibility of an off-leash dog area 
in the park in March. The park 
currently has indoor and out-
door facilities that include a 
baseball field, tennis courts, a 
playground, gardens and walk-
ing paths. Under the current 
rules, dogs must remain on leash 
in the park.

David drafted a proposal for 
a 21,000-square-foot dog park 
near the tennis courts, and esti-
mated that it would cost between 
$65,000 and $100,000. But the 
recommended location is smaller 
than David’s proposed location.

Next steps
Davey and David are now 

hatching plans to keep their 
proposal alive. Through email, 
NextDoor and other channels, 
the two will reach out to residents 
and people who live in neighbor-
ing areas who use the park to 
encourage them to contact coun-
cil members to ask them to add 
the dog park back to the master 
plan. 

The two say they would con-
sider creating a November 2020 
ballot initiative or advisory vote 
that would measure support for 
an off-leash dog area in the park. 

“People with dogs want to see 
this happen,” Davey said. 

DeGolia said that the idea of 
a dog park in town has been 
brought up to the council a 
number of times, but each time 
the council determined that the 
costs were too great, the loca-
tion was not appropriate, or the 
level of residents’ support was 
insufficient.  

“Three members of the council 
felt strongly that they didn’t want 
to go through another serious 
review of this issue and that 
they could best accomplish that 
by removing it from the master 
plan,” he said. “My understand-
ing is that they weren’t stating 

opposition to the concept. They 
were stating that it is a low prior-
ity. ... Setting policy for and man-
aging a municipality takes lots 
of compromise and respect for 
other people’s opinions and per-
spectives. I believe that if there 
is a well-developed and fully 
funded proposal put together for 
an off-leash dog area, and if there 
[is] broad community support 
for it, then the council would 
support it.”

Alex Keh, Julianna Robertson 
and Bob Roeser remain on the 

Park & Recreation Committee, 
according to the town’s website. 
Last week, the town put out a call 
for applications to fill vacancies 
on town committees, including 
Park & Recreation, according to 
its website. Applications are due 
Jan. 17 at 5 p.m. 

Applicants must be Atherton 
residents and appointments will 
be for four-year terms. For an 
application go to tinyurl.com/
athertoncommitteevacancies or 
visit the town’s offices at 150 
Watkins Ave. in Atherton. A

2020

VOICES FOR A
SUSTAINABLE WORLD

Learn about the intersections between
today’s social and environmental challenges.

 
 

  

Visit openspacetrust.org/lectures for tickets.
All lectures take place at the 

Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts.

SPONSORED BY

KEVIN FEDARKO 
& PETER MCBRIDE

FEBRUARY 18

ERIN BROCKOVICH
MARCH 17

CHEF JOSÉ ANDRÉS
APRIL 21

DOG PARK
continued from page 5

Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

Benji and Wilson play in Holbrook-Palmer Park with their owners, 
former Park & Recreation Committee members Christine David and 
John Davey.

By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

E
llis Joseph Alden, a resi-
dent of Atherton who 
also lived for 30 years in 

Woodside, died on Dec. 2 fol-
lowing a brief illness. He was 80 
years old.

A native of New York, Alden 
moved to California in 1965, 
where he founded a law firm. He 
lived in Atherton for 17 years, 
and before that in Woodside 
for three decades, said his wife, 
Karen Alden.

After he left the law prac-
tice, he started businesses: the 
Woodside Hotel Group, a col-
lection of independent hotels 
located in Northern California, 
and Alden Vineyards, one of the 
first mountain wine estates in 
the Alexander Valley, according 
to his family.

The Woodside Hotel Group, 
which Alden founded in 1972, is 
now led by his son Greg, accord-
ing to the hotel group’s website. 
Hotels include the Stanford Park 
Hotel in Menlo Park and the 

Napa Valley Lodge in Yount-
ville, according to the website.

“Ellis inspired the people in 
his life with his vibrant energy, 
optimism, ideas, and talent 
for creating beautiful spaces,” 
according to his family. “He was 
a lively storyteller and creative 
writer who won the Robert Frost 
Award at Dartmouth College. 
His mirthful spirit made him 
apt to rhyme and sing, amusing 

those around him.”
Born in Brooklyn in 1939, 

Alden grew up in Ft. Lauder-
dale, Florida, and Westchester 
County, New York. He gradu-
ated from Dartmouth College 
and Columbia University Law 
School.

Between undergraduate stud-
ies and law school, Alden served 
in the U.S. Army, his family 
said.

In his later years, Alden 
enjoyed classical music, travel, 
art, international news and fam-
ily time, according to his family.

Alden is survived by his wife 
Karen; his children, Christo-
pher, Greg and Jennifer; his 
former spouse, Katherine; six 
grandchildren; one brother and 
two sisters; and many nieces and 
nephews.

His family prefers that memo-
rial donations be made to the 
Peninsula Symphony and Good-
2Know Partners.

A gathering to celebrate 
Alden’s life will take place in 
early spring, according to his 
family. A

Atherton resident Ellis Joseph Alden, 
founder of Woodside Hotel Group, dies

Photo courtesy of Karen Alden

Ellis Alden, a former Woodside 
resident, also founded an 
Alexander Valley winery.

A survey of residents 
indicated that 24% of 
respondents support 

off-leash dog use 
anywhere in the 

park, and another 
44% support it in 
a designated area, 

for a total of 68% of 
respondents.
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By Rick Radin
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter hearing from four 
town committees and a 
united group of speakers 

on Dec. 11, the Portola Valley 
Town Council voted unanimous-
ly to remove the so-called Alpine 
Road Remnant from a list of pos-
sible sites for affordable housing.
 The property was second in 
line on a list of town-owned sites 
that was prepared by the town’s 
Ad Hoc Committee on Town-
Owned Property, but it sits next 
to the Frog Pond, an environ-
mentally sensitive vernal pool 
that many residents consider a 
local treasure.
 According to the commit-
tee, 11 units of housing could 
be built on the site, but it rated 
the possibility of development 
there as “unlikely given commu-
nity opposition,” according to an 
evaluation matrix it prepared.
 That opposition was evident 
on Dec. 11, with about a dozen 
speakers unanimously insisting 
that the remnant be taken off the 
table for possible development.
 “The Frog Pond is a regional 
treasure,” said resident Dan-
na Breen. “We’re a low-density 
residential area and we’re near 
build-out.”
 “We need a bigger footprint 
for frogs and a smaller footprint 
for people,” added former mayor 
Jon Silver. “Preserve this town as 
a wonderful place.”  
 Based on recommendations 
from its Conservation, Open 
Space and Trails & Paths com-
mittees, which all delivered 
reports at the meeting, the coun-
cil went on to double down on 
its open space commitment by 

asking town staff to find an 
appropriate way to designate the 
Hawthorns Historical Complex, 
the Frog Pond Open Space, and 
a scenic corridor that connects 
the properties along Alpine Road 
west to the Windy Hill Open 
Space Preserve as open space in 
perpetuity.
 The conflict between preserv-
ing precious open space and 
meeting state affordable housing 
measures set to take effect on Jan. 
1 has been challenging the com-
munity for some time.
 The council meeting led off 
with a summary from Town 
Manager Jeremy Dennis of a host 
of bills that in total could require 
the town to plan for 100 to 200 
units of housing over the next 
10 years, with some percentage 
being below-market-rate units.
 “We won’t know the exact 
number of affordable units until 
next year,” he said.
 The council passed an acces-
sory dwelling unit ordinance 
this year that sets rules for home-
owners who want to add extra 
units to their properties, which 
it hopes will make a significant 
contribution to meeting the state 
mandates, but much more hous-
ing may be needed, Dennis said.
 The ad hoc committee’s role 
was to identify sites the town 
already owns where housing 
could be developed, but the 
elimination of the Alpine Road 
Remnant site and a rejection 
by the committee of Ford Field, 
along Alpine Road, leaves two 
remaining options for using 
town-owned sites.
 The council on Dec. 11 vali-
dated one of the sites, a plot near 
Town Center that could accom-
modate up to six units, but the 

second one — in the Blue Oaks 
subdivision — is permanent 
open space based on the subdi-
vision’s conditional use permit, 
and presents the potential for 
wildfire danger, according to the 
committee report.
 Although the town might be 
able to purchase some prop-
erty to build housing, an obvi-
ous path from here to accelerate 
the process seems to be missing, 
according to Maryann Derwin, 
who was chosen at the meeting 
as vice mayor for 2020.
 “We’re still obligated to find 

housing in town,” Derwin said. 
“(People are) in favor of building 
housing, but not here.”

Wildfire resiliency
 On another front, the council 
accepted a set of recommenda-
tions from the Wildfire Pre-
paredness Committee to address 
wildfire resiliency issues, but 
deleted a recommendation for 
homeowner incentive programs 
for vegetation management and 
home hardening.
 “The council wants to focus 
finances on tree removal, tree 

trimming and shaded fuel breaks 
in the public right-of-way,” Den-
nis said. “The focus will be on the 
main streets we’ll be evacuating 
in case of a wildfire.”
 The committee came up with 
short-, medium- and long-term 
recommendations.
 It should carry out the short-
term recommendations in 2020 
and get to the medium-term ones 
in 2021, Dennis said.
 A full report of the wildfire 
committee’s recommendations is 
available at tinyurl.com/wildfire-
committee. A

Council takes property near Frog Pond off housing option list

By Rick Radin
Almanac Staff Writer

S
tanford University has re-
submitted a development 
application and Portola 

Valley has hired a consultant 
to develop an environmental 
impact report for the so-called 
Stanford Wedge project on land 
owned by the university along 
Alpine Road, according to Town 
Manager Jeremy Dennis.
 The project would include 27 
homes for Stanford faculty and 
12 affordable rental units on a 
6-acre plot that is part of a larger 
75.4 acre site, the remainder of 
which would be preserved as 
open space.
 The 12 rental units will 
help Portola Valley meet state 
requirements for affordable 
housing, while the 27 single-
family homes will be sold below 
market rate to Stanford faculty, 

according to Councilwoman 
Maryann Derwin.
 “While (the single-family 
homes) are not exactly ‘afford-
able,’ they are subsidized hous-
ing for Stanford faculty fami-
lies,” Derwin wrote in an email. 
“The good news is that the 
Stanford homeowners will pay 
property taxes assessed on the 
market value of the property, 
not the sales price.”
 The portion of the Stanford 
site that is being proposed 
for development is currently 
occupied by the Alpine Rock 
Ranch, a horse boarding facility 
with stables on the north side 
of Alpine Road near the inter-
section with Westridge Drive, 
about three miles from the 
Stanford campus, according to 
a Stanford report on the project.
 Each single-family home 
would be on its own lot and 

each home would be two stories 
with three or four bedrooms and 
a study.
 The single-family homes will 
range from about 1,800 square 
feet to 2,100 square feet, and will 
be built on both sides of a private 
loop road that connects at both 
ends to Alpine Road, according 
to the Stanford report.
 “The high cost of housing in 
the region makes it more diffi-
cult for the university to recruit 
faculty,” wrote Joel Berman, 
Stanford community relations 
and land use communications 
officer, in an email. “Stanford 
continues to look at its lands 
to see where housing to serve 
the university community is an 
appropriate use.”
  The development will be a 
change from the norm in Portola 

Stanford moving forward with Portola Valley housing project

Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

Windy Hill is visible behind the Frog Pond vernal pool in Portola Valley. The space behind the pond to 
the right of the image was being considered for development. 

See HOUSING, page 10
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do the environmental clearance 
work, and then install them, a 
process expected to unfold over 
the next two years alongside the 
new theater’s construction.
 The Peninsula Arts Guild was 
launched by Menlo Park resi-
dent Drew Dunlevie and backed 
by two other locals, investor 
Pete Briger and entrepreneur 
Thomas Layton. 
 The scope of the project 
became more complex last year 
when it became evident that the 

theater’s current configuration 
slightly oversteps the prop-
erty line, requiring a wall to be 
demolished and moved 6 inches 
in.
 Plans are for the new theater to 
have a main viewing area on the 
ground floor, a second-story 
mezzanine, and a basement with 
a “green room” and a comfort-
able area where performers can 
shower and relax prior to shows. 
The new Guild will be about 
11,000 square feet, with a maxi-
mum height of 34 feet, and with 
a capacity for about 150 to 200 
seats, or about 500 people at a 
standing-room-only show. A

GUILD THEATRE
continued from page 5

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

I
n a pitch by leaders in three 
Menlo Park city depart-
ments — police, public 

works and community devel-
opment — to explore a possible 
drone program in the city, each 
laid out potentially transfor-
mative ways that drones could 
help improve safety and solve 
problems in day-to-day work-
ing situations. 
  The staff members were pre-
senting their case to the Menlo 
Park City Council during a 
study session on the topic held 
Dec. 10. The council expressed 
openness to the possibility 
while voicing significant con-
cerns about unanswered civil 
rights questions that a citywide 
drone program could raise. 
 Brian Henry, assistant pub-
lic works director, said that 
his department could benefit 
from drones by using them 
for facilities inspections, espe-
cially on roofs. For instance, 
he explained, when employees 
inspect and maintain solar 
panels, roof tiles can crack 
under their weight.
 Drones could also be used 
to inspect confined spaces 
where people don’t fit; to check 
in on parks to ensure that 

contractors complete assigned 
work; to inspect tree canopies 
to monitor their health; or to 
inspect under bridges.
 In general, getting city work-
ers and contractors off of lad-
ders and lifts, he noted, would 
improve safety. 
 Drones could benefit the 
community development 
department in performing sim-
ilar tasks, said Chuck Andrews, 
assistant community develop-
ment director in the building 
division. He added that his 
department could use drones 
to speed up inspections and 
improve safety during inspec-
tions of potentially unsafe 
structures — for example, at a 
home damaged by a fallen tree 
when it’s not clear how struc-
turally sound the dwelling is.
 It could also enable staff to do 
some inspections without rely-
ing on contractors’ equipment 
as it currently does when doing 
inspections at construction 
sites. 
 As for the police department, 
Sgt. Aaron Dixon emphasized 
that the drones are, essentially, 
a “camera on a stick” and can 
offer significant enhancements 
to officers seeking critical 
information about their sur-
roundings during crime and 
emergency situations. 

 Aerial cameras on a drone 
can capture the scene of a 
traffic accident far faster than 
officers standing on the ground 
with cameras, who often mea-
sure distances by hand with 
tape measures, he explained. 
The details at the scene of a col-
lision that would typically shut 
down a roadway for three hours 
while officers collect data could 
be captured in about a half-

hour with a drone, he said.
 Drones can also be equipped 
with heat-seeking equipment, 
which has been used for find-
ing missing people. Dixon cited 
a February incident in which 
Fremont police used drone 
technology to find a deaf teen-
ager who had run away from 
school and was found hiding in 
the bushes in the dark.
 Drone technology can also 
help police figure out how to 
better position themselves for 
safety if an armed person is in 
hiding, he added. 
 The video files recorded by 
drones would be subject to 
public record requests, though 
Dixon confirmed that the 
department would have the 
tools to redact records in 
order not to reveal footage 
about minors or other people 

incidentally captured when a 
drone is used, he said. 
 The Menlo Park Fire Pro-
tection District already has a 
drone program, as do the near-
by cities of Mountain View and 
Fremont. Dixon said that the 
program would comply with 
best practices recommended by 
the ACLU. 

Privacy and other concerns
 But with airborne cameras 
and video recording equip-
ment, personal privacy can 
easily be violated, especially 
because the higher a drone 
goes, the more information it 
can capture. What’s to prevent 
footage of people in their back-
yard or other private spaces 
from winding up in a police 
video record somewhere? 
That’s an uneasy question 
some members of the public 
and council members said they 
want answered. 
 Several attendees of the dis-
cussion raised further concerns 
with the proposal. Pam Jones 
noted that cities with drone 
programs are typically far larg-
er than Menlo Park and pushed 
for more public outreach, as 
well as public notification 
when drones are used.
  Adina Levin, a member of 
the city’s Complete Streets 
Commission, said she had “sig-
nificant civil liberty concerns,” 
such as what might happen if a 
resident calls the police about 
a “suspicious person” who is in 
fact just an African American 
walking down the street and a 
drone becomes a surveillance 
tool. She suggested that experts 

be brought in to make sure that 
fair policies are in place to pro-
tect privacy. 
 Smitha Gundavajhala, pro-
gram coordinator at the Youth 
Leadership Institute in San 
Mateo, urged the council to 
support strong penalties in 
cases of abuse to deter improp-
er invasions of privacy or  civil 
liberty violations with the use 
of drones. 
 “With great power comes 
great responsibility,” she said.  
 Generally, council members 
were open to the idea of some 
level of drone use in the city, 
though these positions varied. 
Councilwoman Betsy Nash 
and Vice Mayor Cecilia Taylor 
said they were not supportive 
of using drones for policing, 
but did support drones’ use for 
public works and community 
development purposes. 
 “For me, the use cases are 
great. I just want to have dis-
cussion about what the guard 
rails are,” said Mayor Ray 
Mueller, who asked that city 
staff come back with a drone 
program expert and clearer 
policies on acceptable uses of 
the drones and relevant soft-
ware applications, as well as 
more information about how 
many human-hours of work 
that drone use could save. 
 Councilman Drew Combs 
added that he was “supportive 
of moving to the next step.” 
And Councilwoman Catherine 
Carlton said she’d like to see 
more details about privacy and 
best practices, but noted, “I 
think we should be able to work 
out the details.” A

Menlo Park: Drone program proposal raises civil liberty questions

Photo by Sammy Dallal

The marquee of the Guild Theatre wss taken down on Nov. 27 
before demolition began. 

‘With great power 
comes great 

responsibility.’ 
SMITHA GUNDAVAJHALA,  
PROGRAM COORDINATOR,  

YOUTH LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

City staff says drones would make inspections, 
other work safer and more efficient
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A
fter preliminary conver-
sations about creating a 
safe parking facility at the 

U.S. Geological Survey parking 
lot for people living in vehicles, 
Menlo Park Mayor Ray Mueller 
announced on Dec. 11 that he and 
San Mateo County Supervisor 
Warren Slocum have decided to 
drop the idea, determining that it 
is not feasible.  
 The idea, as Mueller previously 

explained to The Almanac, was 
to bring in a nonprofit homeless 
services provider — like Menlo 
Park-based LifeMoves — to oper-
ate a temporary safe parking 
site on the vacant parking lots at 
the USGS headquarters at 345 
Middlefield Road in Menlo Park 
before the property is sold to pri-
vate developers.
 The site of the USGS head-
quarters is in the process of 
being vacated; the new headquar-
ters will be at the NASA Ames 
Research Park in Mountain View.

 The USGS has reportedly paid 
$7.5 million a year to lease its 
Menlo Park offices, and that rent 
was expected to spike in the com-
ing years. The new NASA offices 
were reportedly a bargain by 
comparison. 
 The USGS’ Menlo Park campus 
is owned by the General Services 
Administration, the government 
agency that serves as a property 
manager for federal office build-
ings. The GSA is obligated under 
federal law to charge market-rate 
rent for its properties, even in 

pricey locales such as the Bay 
Area.
 In an interview with The Alma-
nac, Mueller said that he and 
Slocum met with representatives 
from the federal government and 
from Rep. Anna Eshoo’s office. 
They learned that the site is not 
intended to be fully vacated until 
about 2022, and that the legisla-
tion that authorizes the sale of 
the property at a future date won’t 
permit a “framework” for it to be 
temporarily used as a safe parking 
site, he explained.
 While he said he’s open to con-
sidering other sites within city 
limits, the USGS site is unique 
in that it is cordoned off from 
residential streets and is going to 
be vacant, and he’s interested in a 
site that has those characteristics. 
 “So now Supervisor Slocum and 
I are going back to the drawing 
board,” Mueller added. 
  The city probably won’t be in 
the running to buy the property 
— law dictates that it be sold at 
market rate, and at about 17 acres, 
it is likely to be out of the city’s 
budget, he said. But the city can 
control how the site is used in the 
future through its zoning.
 Specifically, he said, the council 
is interested in seeing the site 
developed for housing, with a mix 
of affordability levels. 
 The number of people living 
in RVs across San Mateo County 
rose dramatically — by 127% — 
between 2017 and 2019, according 
to a count conducted last Janu-
ary. There were about 494 people 
counted in 2019 as living in RVs.
 Two of Menlo Park’s neigh-
boring communities, Redwood 

City and East Palo Alto, have an 
especially significant number of 
RV dwellers: There were 102 RVs 
counted in Redwood City and 53 
in East Palo Alto during the Janu-
ary count. 
 Additional county research 

found that a majority of RV dwell-
ers who responded to the survey 
countywide are employed, had 
lived in the county before they 
moved into their RV, were living 
in an RV because of the high cost 
of rent, saw the RV as a temporary 
housing situation and had been 
living in an RV for a year or more.
 “Unfortunately this outcome 
does nothing to help those fami-
lies who are homeless living in 
cars in the shadows of our com-
munity,” Mueller said in the email 
announcement of the decision 
that a safe parking facility at the 
USGS site is not feasible. 
 “I look forward to continuing to 
work with the County to try to 
find solutions to address this issue 
and am especially grateful this 
evening for our nonprofit home-
less services providers, who do so 
much every day to bring compas-
sion and shelter to those in need,” 
he added.  A

WHAT: 
Middle Plaza construction crews will be doing night work 
and partially closing travel lanes on El Camino Real between 
Middle Ave and Ravenswood Ave in both directions for the 
demolition and installation of West Bay sanitary sewer lines. 
For a given direction of travel, a maximum of two lanes of 
travel will be shut down each night, leaving at least one lane 
of travel open at all times. Work will take place at night when 
traffic volumes along El Camino Real are lower. 

WHEN: 
Mid-December, 2019 – mid-January 2020
Construction schedules are approximate and subject to change due to weather and 

unforeseen conditions.

WORK HOURS: 
10:00 P.M. to 5:00 A.M, Sunday through Thursday. No night 
work will occur on Friday and Saturday

MORE INFORMATION
For more information about the Middle Plaza project and to 
sign up for construction alerts, please visit our website at 
middleplaza.stanford.edu

If you have any comments or questions, contact 
(650) 497-4052 or middleplaza@stanford.edu

Office of  Government & Community Relations
450 Jane Stanford Way
Building 170, 1st Floor, Main Quad
Stanford, CA 94305

CONSTRUCTION ALERT
Night Work on El Camino Real –

Starting December 2019
 

Valley, where most of the hous-
ing is made up of single-family 
homes on large lots.
 “Per the current schedule, 
which is subject to change, the 
EIR will be completed and the 
final project reviewed by the 
town council in 2020, with 
development not occurring until 
2021 at the earliest,” Berman 
wrote.
  The university originally sub-
mitted a development applica-
tion for the project in Septem-
ber, according to Berman.
 Portola Valley provided ques-
tions and comments on Oct. 11 
about an array of issues includ-
ing parking, traffic, geologic 
conditions, possible impact to 
the Alpine Road scenic corridor, 
grading, tree inventory, height 
limits, water-efficient landscap-
ing, lighting and other matters.
 Stanford responded to the 
questions in late November, and 
Portola Valley has 30 days to 
ask for further clarifications or 
deem the application complete, 

Dennis wrote in an email.
 Stanford has held two study 
sessions with the Town Council 
and two rounds of community 
open houses on the project, Ber-
man said.
 Portola Valley will find out 
about its latest state Region-
al Housing Needs Allocation 
requirement to provide afford-
able housing in the community 
by early next summer, Derwin 
wrote.
 “... The next RHNA cycle 
promises to be brutal, and we 
are very likely to get a much 
higher number of affordable 
housing units to plan for,” she 
said. 
 Stanford is one of four partici-
pants in Portola Valley’s Affili-
ated Housing Program aimed at 
developing affordable housing 
in collaboration with local insti-
tutions. The others are Wood-
side Priory school, The Sequoias 
retirement community, and 
Ladera Community Church, 
which owns about an acre of 
land in Portola Valley adjacent 
to the church in unincorporated 
Ladera. A

HOUSING
continued from page 8

Concept to develop safe parking facility at USGS dropped

‘Unfortunately this 
outcome does nothing 
to help those families 

who are homeless living 
in cars in the shadows of 

our community.’
MAYOR RAY MUELLER
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By Rick Radin
Almanac Staff Writer

P
acifica resident Malik 
Dosouqi, 26, who has been 
charged with two counts 

of murder and five felony counts 
after he was arrested for a pair of 
killings on Skyline Boulevard in 
Woodside in June, on Dec. 6 was 
ordered by a San Mateo County 
Superior Court judge commit-
ted to Napa State Hospital for 
psychiatric treatment.
 Dosouqi allegedly lured taxi 
driver Abdulmalek Nasher and 
tow truck driver John Pekipaki 
to a remote location in the 
area of Reids Roost Road near 
Wunderlich County Park on 
successive evenings, June 17 and 

18, and stabbed 
them to death.
 “The sheriff 
(deputies) will 
transport him 
up there as 
soon as they 
have open bed 
space,” said 
San Mateo 

County District Attorney Steve 
Wagstaffe.
 Dosouqi will be enrolled in a 
“competency restoration pro-
gram” in which he will receive 
medication. When and if doc-
tors at Napa believe he is com-
petent to stand trial, he will be 
returned to San Mateo County, 
Wagstaffe said. 
 “The case will proceed as if 

had never been interrupted,” he 
said.
 According to the DA’s office, 
Dosouqi was “laughing inexpli-
cably” during court proceedings 
and said he would be getting out 
of custody soon. 
 San Mateo County Superior 
Court Judge Robert Foiles said 
in a July 17 hearing that he 
was concerned that Dosouqi 
would be unable to understand 
the criminal proceedings or 
contribute to his defense, and 
ordered a psychiatric evaluation.
 After the evaluation was 
ordered, Dosouqi dropped a 
request to fire a private attorney 
and represent himself.
 He has pleaded not guilty to 
the charges. A

 The Woodside Town Council 
chose council members Ned 
Fluet and Brian Dombkowski 
to serve as the new mayor and 
mayor pro tem, respectively, at 
its meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 
10.
 Fluet served as mayor pro 

tem in 2019, his first year on 
the council, after winning the 
election for the District 7 seat 
in November 2018.
Dombkowski, who represents 
District 2, was also new to the 
council this year after he was 
elected in November 2018.

 The mayor 
and mayor 
pro tem man-
age council 
meetings and 
also set agen-
das for the 
meetings in 

Alleged Skyline killer ordered to 
Napa State Hospital for treatment

Fluet chosen new Woodside mayor

Malik Dosouqi

Photo by Sammy Dallal/The Almanac

Original Round Table turns 60 
Bob Larson, left, son of the franchise’s founder, Bill Larson, stands 
with Menlo Park Mayor Ray Mueller at a celebration held Dec. 11 to 
celebrate the pizzeria’s 60th year in Menlo Park. Round Table Pizza 
was founded by Bill Larson, Bob’s father, in 1959 in Menlo Park. 
Today, there are more than 440 Round Table Pizza locations across 
the country. To celebrate, the restaurant offered a throwback 
pricing promotion: Buy one large pizza at a regular price and get a 
second large one-topping pizza at the 1959 price of $2.80. 

Ned Fluet

coordination with Town Man-
ager Kevin Bryant.
 Besides Fluet and Domb-
kowski, Dick Brown and Sean 
Scott were also elected to the 
seven-member council for the 
first time in 2018. Former may-
ors Daniel Yost, Chris Shaw 
and Tom Livermore are also on 
the council.

Today’s local news 

and hot picks

Sign up today at  

AlmanacNews.com/express
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Holiday Fund
Give to The Almanac

Your gift helps local children  
and families in need

The organizations below provide  
major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names  
for donations unless the donor checks the anonymous box.  

All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

Rotary Club  
of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

www.siliconvalleycf.org

DONATE ONLINE:
siliconvalleycf.org/ 

almanac-holiday-fund

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name __________________________________________________________

Business Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________

E-Mail  _________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

__________________________________________Expires _______/_______

Signature ______________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

 In the name of business above

OR:     In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for:  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 (Name of person)

All donors and their gift amounts will be  
published in The Almanac unless the boxes be-
low are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously. 

  Please withhold the amount of my  
contribution.

Please make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
The Almanac Holiday Fund 
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
2440 West El Camino Real, Suite 300 
Mountain View, CA 94040

The Almanac Holiday Fund is a donor advised 
fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation,  
a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.  
A contribution to this fund allows your  
donation to be tax deductible to the fullest 
extent of the law.

The Almanac

2019

Holiday
Fund

C ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year, 

Almanac readers and foundations contributed $150,000 from more than 150 donors for the 10 agencies 

that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide numerous other services to those in need.

 Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the extent possible, by generous community organizations, 

foundations and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted from the 

gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law. 

 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies listed on this page. 

Boys & Girls Clubs
Provides after-school academic support, enrichment, and 
mentoring for 1,800 low-income K-12 youth at nine 
locations across Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, and the 
North Fair Oaks neighborhood of Redwood City. 

Ecumenical Hunger Program
Provides emergency food, clothing, household 
essentials, and sometimes financial assistance to 
families in need, regardless of religious preference, 
including Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for more 
than 2,000 households.

Fair Oaks Community Center
This multi-service facility, serving the broader Redwood 
City community, provides assistance with child care, 
senior programs, citizenship and immigration, housing 
and employment, and crisis intervention. Programs are 
available in Spanish and English.

LifeMoves
Provides shelter/housing and supportive services 
across 18 sites in Silicon Valley and the Peninsula. 
Serves thousands of homeless families and individuals 
annually on their path back to permanent housing and 
self-sufficiency.

Project Read
Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo 
Park area. Trained volunteers work one-on-one to help 
adults improve reading, writing and English language 
skills so they can function more effectively at home, 
at work and in the community. Basic English classes, 
weekly conversation clubs and volunteer-led computer 
enrichment are also offered.

Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for 
all ages at its clinic in East Palo Alto. Of the more than 
17,000 registered patients, most are low-income and 
uninsured and live in the ethnically diverse East Palo 
Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to 
people in need who walk through the doors. Funded 
by voluntary contributions and community grants, St. 
Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy 
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers 
take-home bags of food, as well as emergency food and 
clothing assistance.

Second Harvest Food Bank
The largest collector and distributor of food on the 
Peninsula, Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 52 
million pounds of food last year. It gathers donations 
from individuals and businesses and distributes food to 
more than 250,000 people each month through more 
than 770 agencies and distribution sites in San Mateo 
and Santa Clara counties.

StarVista
Serves more than 32,000 people throughout San 
Mateo County, including children, young people and 
families, with counseling, prevention, early intervention, 
education, and residential programs. StarVista also 
provides crisis intervention and suicide prevention 
services including a 24-hour suicide crisis hotline, an 
alcohol and drug helpline, and a parent support hotline.

Upward Scholars
Upward Scholars empowers low-income adults by 
providing them with financial support, tutoring, and 
other assistance so they can continue their education, 
get higher-paying jobs, and serve as role models and 
advocates for their children. 
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By Jessica Yee, director of development, planning 
& evaluation, and Valeria Sandoval, development 
associate at Ravenswood Family Health Center.

T
his holiday season, Ravenswood Family 
Health Center is among the 10 local nonprof-
its that will benefit from donations to The 

Almanac’s Holiday Fund. With a clinic in East Palo 
Alto, the center provides primary medical services 
and preventive health care to thousands.

Clients include mothers like Sandra and Johanna, 
who have had the opportunity to participate in both 
the CenteringPregnancy and the CenteringParent-
ing programs offered by the center, and who say they 
have had wonderful experiences.

CenteringPregnancy is a group-care model 
that provides prenatal care to mothers, and 

CenteringParenting is a group-care model that 
provides pediatric care and parenting education 
throughout a child’s first two years of life. 

Although Johanna and Sandra were not first-time 
mothers, they still had many questions surround-
ing their pregnancies — from pregnancy myths and 
sleep safety, to eating habits. CenteringPregnancy’s 
safe and comfortable community environment 
encouraged Sandra, Johanna, and other pregnant 
mothers to ask questions and learn from each other. 

“[Although] I am a shy person, I love to hear oth-
ers’ opinions because I felt like there was so much to 
learn,” Johanna says. 

Sandra and Johanna have been able to continue 
sharing the journey of their babies’ development 
with the same cohort of mothers through Center-
ingParenting, where they felt support from the other 
mothers and the Ravenswood clinic staff.

Both Johanna and Sandra recommend Centering-
Pregnancy and CenteringParenting because it has 
led them to positive results. “I benefited from being 
in both programs because it allowed me to receive 
continued care,” Sandra says.

5 Anonymous ..............................$2,600

Jerry & Shirley Carlson ......................250

James E. Esposto ..................................*

Sherrill Swan .................................1,000

Dorothy B. Kennedy ..............................*

Kathy & Bob Mueller ........................100

Barbara Jacobson .............................150

Penny & Greg Gallo ..........................500

Lucy Reid-Krensky ............................100

Dorothy Saxe ....................................100

Joe & Julie Zier .................................100

Roger & Pat Witte .............................100

Kathy & Bob Feldman .......................500

Susan Kritzik & Bruce McAuley .........500

Paul Welander ....................................25

Victoria Rundorff ..................................*

Lynne Davis ..........................................*

Donald Lowry & Lynore Tillim............100

Laura Hofstadter & Leonard Shar .....500

Brennan Family .................................200

Douglas Keare Jr. & Jill Morgan .....1,000

Leslie & Hy Murveit ..........................200

Karin Eckelmeyer ..............................100

Mark Weitzel ...............................10,000

Connie & Bob Lurie .......................5,000

Bob & Mary Dodge...........................300

Barbara & Bob Ells ...........................500

Barbara & Bill Binder ............................*

Gail & Susan Prickett ........................500

Ron & Carol Clazie ...............................*

Michael & Lenore Roberts ................150

Margaret Melaney ............................200

Linda Keegan ...................................200

Andrea G Julian ................................500

Anne Hillman ................................1,000

Lynne S. Fovinci ..................................50

Sybille Kats ...........................................*

Lorraine Macchello ...........................100

Bob & Marna Page ...............................*

Robert & Barbara Simpson ...................*

Susan Carey ..................................2,000

Clay & Nita Judd ..................................*

Elizabeth Tromovich ..........................100

Robert & Connie Loarie ........................*

Tate Family ..................................10,000

Anne G. Moser .....................................*

Del Secco Family ...................................*

Robert L. Mullen ...............................250

Thelma L. Smith ....................................*

Robert & Karen Allen ..........................50

Don & Catherine Coluzzi ......................*

Paul Perret ........................................500

Barbara L. Bessey .................................*

Margaret & Jamis MacNiven ............100

Susanna Tang & Albert Scherm .........300

D Austin Grose .................................500

Carole Mawson ................................100

Charles Martin .................................250

Bill Wohler ........................................419

Marcia Makino .................................250

Duncan & Jean Davidson ......................*

Susan Hine .......................................100

Amy Roleder .....................................100

Betty Meissner ..................................150

Tricia Wright ..................................2,000

Joyce Pharriss ...................................250

In Memory Of

Peter Hurlbut ....................................100

Jerry Carlson of Woodside ....................*

Annie Strem .........................................*

Louise Bertolucci ................................25

In Honor Of

Nancy Stevens ......................................*

The Liggett Family ................................*

Businesses & Organizations

Carstens Realty ...........................10,000

Menlo Park Rotary Club Tour de Menlo 
Bike Ride .....................................20,000

DONATE ONLINE:
siliconvalleycf.org/ 

almanac-holiday-fund

Almanac Holiday Fund Donor List
As of December 9, 78 donors have contributed 

$97,034 to the Almanac Holiday Fund.

Thank you for donating 
to the Holiday Fund

HOLIDAY FUND 2019

Donations to The Almanac’s Holiday Fund benefit the 
Ravenswood Family Health Center and nine other 
nonprofits serving the local community. To donate, use 
the coupon on Page 12 or go to siliconvalleycf.org/
almanac-holiday-fund.

 HOLIDAY FUND

Center provides safety net for families 
needing food and other support services

Nonprofit health center offers 
pregnancy, parenting support

Photo courtesy of Ravenswood Family Health Center

Sandra and her baby are clients of the nonprofit health center, which is one of 10 beneficiaries of The 
Almanac Holiday Fund.

By Teri Chin, human services 
manager, Parks, Recreation & 
Community Services of the Fair 
Oaks Community Center

M
iriam and Marcos have 
been coming to the Fair 
Oaks Community Cen-

ter for services since 2005. As a 
landscape gardener, Marcos earns 
about $3,600 per month, leaving 
the family with a tight budget to 
cover rent, utilities, groceries, and 
other basic-needs costs for their 
family of five.

 Over these past 14 years, Fair 
Oaks has been part of their safety 
net, providing groceries each 
month through our Family Har-
vest Food Distribution in partner-
ship with Second Harvest Food 
Bank.

 When the family was forced 
to move from their home due to 
increased rent, Fair Oaks was also 
able to provide financial assistance 
to help pay the security deposit 
for them to move to another unit 
that they could afford. And with 

the recent birth of their fourth 
child, they will be able to join 
the monthly diaper distribution 

Donations to The Almanac’s 
Holiday Fund benefit the Fair Oaks 
Community Center and nine other 
nonprofits serving the local com-
munity. To donate, use the cou-
pon on Page 12 or go to silicon-
valleycf.org/almanac-holiday-fund.

 HOLIDAY FUND

See FAIR OAKS, page 14
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

E
ach year, the Menlo 
Park City Council sets 
aside funds to dedicate 

to nonprofits that serve city 
residents. This year, the coun-
cil voted unanimously to give 
$276,550 to 29 nonprofits in the 
community. 
 City Council members Cath-
erine Carlton and Cecilia Tay-
lor worked together as a sub-
committee to come up with 
the funding recommendations, 

using weighted criteria: pro-
gram results, community 
impact, the portion of the 
nonprofit’s budget that goes 
to administrative overhead, 
whether the organization had 
been funded in the past, how 
much the community needs the 
nonprofit’s services, whether 
the organization’s efforts are 
duplicated elsewhere in the 
community and if there are col-
laborative efforts with similar 
nonprofits, and whether the 
nonprofit’s goals align with the 
council’s.

 The largest grant was $30,000 
to StarVista, which provides 
youth counseling services at 
Menlo-Atherton High School. 
The council also provided 
$20,000 to the Peninsula Con-
flict Resolution Center, toward 
a Belle Haven School and library 
program for youth restorative 
justice and leadership. 
 Here is the full list of 
recipients: 
 Acknowledge Alliance 
($18,000); All Students Matter 
($2,000); Avenidas ($3,000); Boys 
& Girls Clubs of the Peninsula 

($15,000); Center for Indepen-
dence of Individuals with Dis-
abilities ($10,000); Community 
Equity Collaborative ($3,000); 
Community Overcoming Rela-
tionship Abuse ($7,500); Family 
Connections ($10,000); Human 
Investment Project ($15,000); 
JobTrain ($10,000); Human 
Investment Project ($15,000); 

Legal Aid Society of San Mateo 
County ($7,000); LifeMoves 
($20,000); My New Red Shoes 
($500); Nuestra Casa de East Palo 
Alto ($6,000); Ombudsman Ser-
vices of San Mateo County 
($2,000); Pacific Art League 
($550); Pathways Home Health & 
Hospice ($7,500); Peninsula Con-
flict Resolution Center ($20,000); 
Peninsula Volunteers ($20,000); 
Ravenswood Education Founda-
tion ($10,000); Rebuilding 
Together Peninsula ($8,000); 
Riekes Center for Human 
Enhancement ($8,000); Rotary 
Club of Menlo Park Foundation 
($1,500); Samaritan House 
($17,500); San Mateo County 
Jobs for Youth ($1,500); Service 
League of San Mateo County 
($3,000); StarVista ($30,000); 
Vista Center for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired ($10,000); and 
Youth Community Service 
($10,000). A

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

 On Monday, December 2nd, 
2019, Ellis Joseph Alden, loving 
husband, father, grandfather, 
brother, and uncle, passed away 
at the age of 80 following a brief 
illness.
 Ellis was born on August 8, 
1939, in Brooklyn, New York. 
He grew up in Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida and Westchester County, 
New York, and graduated from 
Dartmouth College and Columbia 
University Law School. Between 
college and law school Ellis served 
in the army. Ellis had a deep love for his country and a particular 
interest in constitutional law.
 Ellis had a profound passion for life, work, and family. His 
pioneering spirit brought him to California in 1965, where 
he was a founding partner of a law firm. After he left the 
law practice, his entrepreneurial drive fueled two successful 
businesses, both labors of love for him: the Woodside Hotel 
Group, a collection of gracious, independent hotels located in 
beautiful northern California settings, and Alden Vineyards, 
one of the first mountain wine estates in the Alexander Valley.
 Ellis inspired the people in his life with his vibrant energy, 
optimism, ideas, and talent for creating beautiful spaces. He 
was a lively storyteller and creative writer who won the Robert 
Frost Award at Dartmouth College. His mirthful spirit made 
him apt to rhyme and sing, amusing those around him. Ellis 
had an appreciative sense of humor and was generous with his 
compliments, praise, and support of others.
 In later years, Ellis’s enthusiasms included classical music, 
travel, art, international news, and time enjoyed with his wife, 
children, and grandchildren.
 Ellis is survived by his wife Karen, his children, Christopher 
(Daphne), Gregory (Lindsey), and Jennifer (Kirk), his former 
spouse, Katherine, six beloved grandchildren, one brother, 
two sisters, and many nieces and nephews. Ellis was preceded 
in death by his father, Jerry, his mother, Evelyn, and his 
brother, John.
 A gathering to celebrate Ellis’s life will take place in early 
spring.
 For anyone wishing to make a donation in Ellis’s memory, 
his favorite nonprofit organizations were the Peninsula 
Symphony and Good2Know Partners.

Ellis Joseph Alden
August 8, 1939 – December 2, 2019

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Deborah Kent Levick

Deborah Levick, daughter of 
Ginger and Doug Levick, was 
born in Greenwich, Connecticut 
and died peacefully at 50 years 
of age on November 11 at 
Pete’s Place, one of the Kainos 
residential homes in Redwood 
City, California where she lived 
for the last 29 years. During these 
years she came home frequently 
and was an integral and important 
part of the family. Prior to Kainos 
she lived at St. Vincents, a 
residential home and school in Santa Barbara, California. In her 
early years she lived at home in Greenwich, Paris, France, Boston 
and Atherton. Deborah, who was handicapped from Down 
Syndrome, lived a very full and active life despite her handicap, 
but died at an early age from advanced stages of Alzheimer’s. 
She worked her whole adult life until recently in various jobs, 
including the Redwood City Police Department, an auto parts 
wholesaler, Home Depot and the YMCA. She was very active in 
Special Olympics, winning dozens of gold medals in swimming, 
skiing, track and basketball. She also bowled frequently and was 
a regular participant in a local square dancing group.

Deborah, who was educated in Montessori in her early years 
and later in Special Education in public schools, exceeded 
everyone’s expectations with her capabilities. She came within 
a few points of getting her high school GED degree. She was 
a very personable, fun loving and strong-minded person, to 
whom everyone was attracted. She gave us all great joy, mixed 
with moments of frustration with her need to “do it my way”. 
She had great impact on her family and friends and will never 
be forgotten by all who knew her.

Deborah is survived by her parents, Virginia and Douglas 
Levick, her sister Carolee Hazard and her two daughters Jessie 
and Makenzie, and her brother Reed Levick and his three 
children, Elisabeth, Andrew and Reed. A memorial service 
will be held at the First Congregational Church at 1985 Louis 
Street in Palo Alto on January 4, 2020 at 2:00 PM. In lieu of 
flowers, please send donations to LuMind Downs Syndrome 
Foundation at 20 Mall Road, Suite 200, Burlington, MA 01803, 
or Kainos at 3631 Jefferson Avenue, Redwood City, CA 940062.

C O M M U N I T Y

at Fair Oaks, made possible by a 
partnership with a local nonprofit, 
Help a Mother Out. 
 Last year, Fair Oaks Community 
Center, which is among the 10 ben-
eficiaries of The Almanac’s Holiday 
Fund, served over 4,000 individuals 
in over 1,700 unduplicated house-
holds. Like Miriam and Marcos’ 
family, some come primarily for 
food and/or diapers once a month. 
Others come one time for financial 
assistance due to a short-term loss 
of job or eviction, and then do not 
return for other services. Some 
come only during the holidays, and 
others come seeking assistance to 
end their homelessness.
 Whatever the situation, the Fair 
Oaks Community Center is there 
to help. For many, like Miriam 
and Marcos, help from Fair Oaks 
makes it possible for their families 
to continue to survive and live 
in our community in spite of the 
extremely high cost of living here. 
 A program of the city of Redwood 
City, Fair Oaks Community Center 
serves Redwood City, North Fair 
Oaks, Woodside, Atherton, and 
Portola Valley — providing home-
less services, homelessness preven-
tion services, food, transportation, 
food assistance, rental assistance, 
utility assistance, homeless shelter 
referrals, and other emergency 
assistance and referrals.
 In addition, through public and 
private nonprofit partnerships, the 
center also provides subsidized 
childcare, low- and no-cost pro-
grams for older adults, legal services 
related to housing and immigra-
tion, ESL/citizenship classes, home 
sharing services, support groups, 
and more. 
 For more information, go to 
tinyurl.com/FOCC-19, call 
(650)780-7500, or stop by at 2600 
Middlefield Road in Redwood City.

FAIR OAKS
continued from page 13

Photo by Teri Chin

A longtime volunteer assists 
at the community center’s monthly 
Family Harvest Food Distribution 
on Dec. 13.

City’s community fund bolsters support of 29 local nonprofits
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very Monday, Anna Marie Janky 
loads the back of her Ford Escape 
with 16 hot meals and a cooler full 
of milk, and begins her door-to-

door deliveries through Menlo Park and 
Redwood City.
 Janky, a volunteer who lives in Los Altos, 
is part of a vast network of drivers — some 
paid and some volunteer — who last year 
delivered 220 million meals to home-
bound seniors across the United States 
through the nonprofit 
Meals on Wheels. More 
than 750,000 of those 
meals went to residents 
of Santa Clara and San 
Mateo counties.
 Funded by the fed-
eral Older Americans 
Act and other sources, 
the Meals on Wheels 
program is meant to 
bolster nutrition and 
also to combat isolation among mobility-
impaired seniors who have trouble leaving 
their homes.
 Nationally, the number of Meals on 
Wheels deliveries has declined by 21 
million since 2005 due to rising costs, 
according to Meals on Wheels America, 
an umbrella group that tracks 5,000 inde-
pendently run local programs.
 “Food, transportation and other 
costs have increased while funding 
remains stagnant,” said Jenny Young, 

vice president of communications for 
the national group. “Also, nationally, 
eight out of 10 low-income, food inse-
cure seniors are not receiving the home-
delivered or congregate meals they likely 
need,” Young said.
 Locally, the situation is mixed. 
 Santa Clara County says it has the 
means to provide Meals on Wheels to all 
eligible applicants.
 But Janky’s program in San Mateo 

County has a growing 
waitlist.
 “We now have almost 
280 on the waitlist,” 
said Rebecca Matte-
son Nelson, director 
of development for 
the nonprofit Penin-
sula Volunteers, Inc., 
which operates Meals 
on Wheels for all of 
San Mateo County 

except for Pacifica and the Coastside. 
The group last year delivered 150,000 
meals to 1,100 clients.
 “The primary issue is the funding gap 
to meet the ever-growing need,” Nelson 
said. “When you are hungry, nothing 
else matters.” 
 In Santa Clara County, Meals on 
Wheels Director Henri Villalovoz said 
recent demand for the service has held 
steady and even slightly dropped.
 “We do not have a wait list because 
we enroll each eligible applicant that 
applies,” Villalovoz said. That program 
last year delivered 600,531 meals to 
about 920 clients.
Janky is one of 100 volunteer drivers for 

the Peninsula Volunteers’ San Mateo 
County program (the program also 
employs 12 paid drivers).
 Janky said in addition to food delivery, 
the group’s service model provides daily, 
face-to-face check-ins with recipients. 
 “It’s easy to tell quickly whether (a recipi-
ent) is doing okay, especially if they come 
to the door,” Janky said. 
 Because programs are independently 
run, the Meals on Wheels service looks 
substantially different in Santa Clara 
County.
 Rather than daily visits, Santa Clara 
County recipients (including 68 in Palo 
Alto) get once-a-week deliveries of seven 

frozen dinners and seven breakfasts, plus 
bread, milk, juices and vegetables, Vil-
lalovoz said. 
 All food is prepared and delivered by 
paid employees of the national food ven-
dor Bateman Community Living, with 
whom Santa Clara County contracts to 
provide the service for more than 900 
people countywide. 
 On a recent Monday morning after 
loading her car with meals — cooked dai-
ly at Menlo Park senior services agency 
Little House — Janky studied a printout 
with driving directions and instructions 

Robert Celestine, a Meals on Wheels staff member, places meat in a portable 
food container. Mashed potatoes, cooked vegetables, and sauce will be added to the 
dish before it is packed and delivered.

Meals on Wheels volunteer Anna Marie Janky checks that the insulated food delivery bags contain all the meals she needs for delivery at the Peninsula Volunteers kitchen in Menlo Park. 

See MEALS, page 16‘Food, transportation 
and other costs have 

increased while funding 
remains stagnant’

JENNY YOUNG, 
VICE PRESIDENT OF COMMUNICATIONS, 

MEALS ON WHEELS

C O V E R  S T O R Y

               by Chris Kenrick | Photos by Magali Gauthier

On the cover: Volunteer Mark Keohane 
packs prepared and sealed meals into an 
insulated bag to be delivered to home-
bound seniors. Photo by Magali Gauthier.
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for each stop on her route where she’d 
deliver that day’s hot meal — chicken, 
squash and beets, along with whole wheat 
bread, butter and an orange. 

At one home in a trailer park, the 
instructions warned her, “Don’t let 
the dog out!” At another, the printout 
advised Janky to “see if door is unlocked. 
If so, open slightly and announce your-
self loudly. Place meal in refrigerator 
and leave.”

In Menlo Park, she knocked on the 
door of 90-year-old Pearlean Brazil and 
could tell at a glance Brazil was doing 
fine. 

The fresh meals “mean a lot for a per-
son living alone like me,” said Brazil, 
seated in her tidy living room. “When 
my husband was alive, I uses to do a lot of 
cooking.” But Brazil’s husband, a career 
employee of the Menlo Park VA, died 
in 2016. And since she no longer drives, 
Brazil must rely on others to help her get 
groceries or get to the Palo Alto church 
where she’s been a member since 1954.

Barbara Tingley, 72, lives with her 
small dog, Nala, in a Redwood City 
trailer and has difficulty with mobility. 

“The meals are good — I like all of 
them except the ones with tomato sauce 
because it hurts my stomach,” she said.

Tingley said she relies on help from 
neighbors to get groceries or get to her 
monthly medical appointments. She uses 
her cane to venture out of her trailer a 
few times a day to take Nala for walks. 

“I’ve lived with pain in my knee since 

2011, even after surgery,” Tingley said. 
“It locks up sometimes so I have to be 
careful.”

Though many pay nothing for the meal 
service, Meals on Wheels recipients in 
both Santa Clara and San Mateo coun-
ties are asked to contribute, if possible.

 “People don’t have to pay, but 

everybody’s given a statement every 
month,” Janky said. “Some people can’t 
afford to pay anything but some people 
can pay part of the cost.”

For more information about Meals 
on Wheels in San Mateo County, go 
to penvol.org. To volunteer as a driver, 
contact volunteer coordinator Ann 

Eisenberg at aeisenberg@penvol.org or 
(650) 272-5108.

For more information about Meals 
on Wheels in Santa Clara County go to 
mysourcewise.com and click on “ser-
vices” or call (408) 350-3246. 

Chris Kenrick is a freelance writer.

MEALS
continued from page 15

Pearlean Brazil, a Meals on Wheels client and resident of Belle Haven, has just been delivered a hot meal.

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Christmas Eve
(All services will be about an hour)

3:00 pm Christmas Pageant Service
6:00 & 10:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship

with Choir

330 Ravenswood Ave., Menlo Park (650) 326-2083
www.trinitymenlopark.org

Join Us For Christmas

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

5:00 p.m. Family Christmas
All children are invited to tell the story of Jesus, 

as shepherds, angels, wisemen, and the holy family.

Join us between services  
for wonderful food and Christmas cheer!

7:00 p.m. Classical Music Christmas
Join us for a night of excellent music, singing, and proclamation. 

We will honor and remember the birth of Jesus  

in a celebratory and contemplative worship setting.

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas
A quiet and contemplative time to listen, sing,  

and reflect on the birth of Jesus Christ.

1095 CLOUD AVENUE  
MENLO PARK

at the corner of Avy & Cloud

www.bethany-mp.org

Christmas Eve at Bethany

Peninsula 
Christmas 
Services
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By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

A
bout 250 students, teach-
ers and parents gathered 
at La Entrada School in 

Menlo Park for an evening of 
writing, or coding, computer 
programs on Dec. 3. 

The event, which coincided 
with Computer Science Educa-
tion Week, was part of “Hour 
of Code,” a nationwide coding 
movement for students. This 
year’s theme for the Las Lomitas 
Elementary School District event 
was “superheros.”

“Everyone seemed to be having 
fun, and it was nice that every-
one felt accepting of coding as 
cool,” said La Entrada student 
Lucas.

During the event, K-5 students 
learned programming tools such 
as the fundamentals of logic, 
sequencing instructions, loops, 
conditionals, basic debugging 
and events, said Angela Ping, 
the event’s organizer and the 
district’s grades 4-8 technology 
instructional integration coach.

 Ping also heads the district’s 

Design Tech Lab. In the upper 
grades, students practiced web 
programming languages such as 
HTML, JavaScript and Python 
to create projects, she said.
 Students also learned how to 
collaborate in teams to solve 
problems and reach goals, all 
while using technology, Ping 
said. 
 “We seek to help our stu-
dents build human relationships 

through technology instead of 
promoting isolation and narcis-
sism,” Ping said. “Hour of Code 
develops a superpower: coding. 
Coding is one tool that can nur-
ture the ‘solutionaries’ (someone 
who makes a difference in the 
world) of tomorrow. At the core 
of every school event is the goal 
for every student to be a solution-
ary no matter what educational 
superpower they wield.”
 The district began hosting 
Hour of Code events in 2013 and 
has been a leader in “evangeliz-
ing coding” among schools in 
San Mateo County, Ping said. 
 District officials are particu-
larly proud of this year’s event, as 
it shifted from an adult-driven 
event to a more student-led 
event, Ping said. “The Tech 
Ease” club led the event’s hands-
on lab and worked as leaders 
alongside adults during the 
night, she noted. A

S C H O O L S

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
765 Portola Road

Portola Valley, CA 94028

In recognition of the Holiday Season
Portola Valley Town Hall

will be closed from
Wednesday, December 25, 2019

through Wednesday, January 1, 2020

NOTICE TO BEAR GULCH 
CUSTOMERS REGARDING RATE 

INCREASE FOR PRE-AUTHORIZED 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT

On December 20, 2019, California Water Service (Cal 

Protest and Responses

material error or omissions.

CPUC).

CNS-3323994#
THE ALMANAC

LEHUA GREENMANLEHUA GREENMAN

650.245.1845

"May the Joys 
of the Season 
remain with 
you through 
the Happiest 
of New Years! 

Merry 
Christmas!"

Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

Students control robotic balls around a makeshift track from individual iPads at an Hour of Code event 
at the La Entrada Middle School in Menlo Park on Dec. 3.

Las Lomitas district students gather 
for superhero-themed ‘Hour of Code’ 

‘We seek to help our 
students build human 
relationships through 
technology instead  

of promoting isolation 
and narcissism.’

ANGELA PING, EVENT ORGANIZER 
AND TECHNOLOGY INSTRUCTIONAL 

INTEGRATION COACH
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C O M M U N I T Y

Top: Police 
officer David 
Metzger, top, 
takes Xavier, 8, 
on a shopping 
spree at Target 
in Redwood 
City on Dec. 
11. Above: 
Officer Gina 
Dutta helps 
Ashley, 7, make 
her choices.

From all of us at

Happy Holidays 2019

By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

N
ine local students spent 
the morning of Dec. 11 
on a holiday shopping 

spree at Target in Redwood 
City to pick out gifts for a fam-
ily member or a friend, a toy for 
themselves, and a necessity like 
a scarf or socks, thanks to the 
Atherton Police Department and 
its nonprofit supporting groups.

It was the department’s sec-
ond annual “Shop With a Cop” 
holiday event, intended to pro-
vide local students with a posi-
tive mentoring experience with 
police.

The students live in Menlo 
Park, East Palo Alto and Red-
wood City, but attend school in 
Atherton. Teachers at Las Lomi-
tas, Encinal and Laurel elemen-
tary schools each picked three 
students to participate based on 
need as well as on good academic 
performance and attendance, 
according to organizers.

A police officer helped each 
student pick out $150 worth 
of gifts before wrapping them. 

Students nabbed Hot Wheels 
toy trucks and “Spiderman”-
themed toys, while one girl 
even picked out a gift for 
her cat. The Police Activities 
League and the Atherton Police 
Officers Association provided 
the funding for the outing.
 To kick off the event, police 
officers handed out beanies 
and light-up ornament neck-
laces to the children, along with 
Starbucks hot chocolate, which 
Target provided.
 Eight students participated 
in the department’s inaugural 
“Shop With a Cop” event last 
year. Police expect they will 
be able to offer the shopping 
spree to 12 kids next year, said 
Atherton Police Chief Steve 
McCulley.
 “There’s always more need 
than we can provide,” he said.
 Atherton police also host a 
holiday toy drive every year for 
Adelante Selby Lane Spanish 
Immersion School in Atherton. 
Officers will deliver toys to 
those students on Dec. 16, 
according to organizers. A

Atherton police host 
‘Shop With a Cop’ event 

for kids in need

Photos by Sammy Dallal/The Almanac
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P E O P L E  A N D  P E R F O R M A N C E S  I N  A RT S  A N D  E N T E RTA I N M E N T

Artscene
by Karla Kane

W
riter/composer Paul 
Gordon has a penchant 
for creating musical 

adaptations of classic works of 
literature (“Emma,” Jane Eyre,” 
“Sense and Sensibility” and “Dad-
dy Long Legs,” to name a few). He 
also has a productive history with 
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley, so 
it only makes sense that his new 
musical version of Jane Austen’s 
“Pride and Prejudice” is making 
its world premiere with the Tony-
winning local company, having 
been a part of its New Works 
Festival back in 2018. It’s the 70th 
world premiere in the venerable 
company’s history.
 Let me admit here (avert your 
eyes, any of my former English 
teachers) that I have never yet read 
Austen’ “Pride and Prejudice.” 
However, so beloved is the 1813 
British novel of manners that I 
felt going into the play that I’d 
absorbed enough through pop-
culture osmosis to feel at least a 
little familiar with the basics of 
the plot. Now having seen it, I’d 

say TheatreWorks’ new musical, 
deftly directed by Robert Kelley, 
should prove pleasing to both 
fervent fans of the novel and new-
comers alike.
 The story concerns “head-
strong” Lizzie Bennet (Mary 
Mattison), the second daughter 
of an upper-class country fam-
ily. Her siblings include saintly, 
shy eldest sister Jane (Sharon 
Rietkerk), droll Mary (Melissa 
WolfKlain), and vapid little sis-
ters Kitty (Chanel Tilghman) and 
Lydia (Tara Kostmayer). Their 
parents are the overbearing Mrs. 
Bennet (Heather Orth) and Mr. 
Bennet (Christopher Vettel), who, 
as a member of the landed gentry, 
does not have to work but rather 
earns an income from his estate. 
However, because the estate is 
entailed, it may not be inherited 
by his daughters but rather pass 
to the closest male relative, leav-
ing the ladies rather in the lurch. 
Furthermore, Mrs. Bennet comes 
from meager(ish) middle-class 

ties, meaning the family is some-
what lacking in high-level social 
connections (still, to modern 
American eyes, they seem quite 
fancy).
 Because of their awkward situ-
ation, Mrs. Bennet is desperate to 
make successful marriage match-
es for her daughters as soon as 
possible. Though she’s portrayed 
as a comic, kooky character, her 
obsession does make sense when 
one realizes how little financial 

power women have in this world.
 Mrs. Bennet sees wealthy, mild-
mannered new neighbor Mr. 
Bingley (Travis Leland) as the 
perfect match for Jane. Accompa-
nying him is his catty sister Caro-
line (Monique Hafen Adams) and 
his somewhat grumpy best friend, 
Mr. Darcy (Justin Mortelliti), 
who’s even more rich and eligible 
than Bingley, if only his manners 
were more pleasant.
 When outspoken Lizzie meets 

high-and-mighty Darcy, sparks 
fly, and it’s their tumultuous 
courtship that’s at the heart of the 
show.
Gordon’s book and songs do a 
good job of honoring Austen’s 
humor, fizzy way with words and 
keen social insights. In a 2018 
interview, Gordon told me that 
he enjoys writing from source 
material about “strong women” 
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A ‘Pride’ premiere 
to be proud of

Charming Jane Austen musical debuts 
with TheatreWorks Silicon Valley

Photo by Kevin Berne

A letter provokes curiosity and excitement among (from left) Mary (Melissa WolfKlain), Lizzie (Mary 
Mattison), Mrs. Bennet (Heather Orth), Kitty (Chanel Tilghman), and Lydia (Tara Kostmayer) in “Pride and 
Prejudice,” presented by TheatreWorks Silicon Valley. 

by Janet Silver Ghent

I
magine you’re Madame Bova-
ry, Gustave Flaubert’s tragic 
heroine. You’re trapped in a 

boring marriage in a small town. 
Your only escape is through 
romantic novels, love affairs, 
shopping, redecorating and the 
occasional ball. When your fanta-
sies crumble like a dried wedding 
bouquet, “It’s like the day after the 
ball every day.” Then, what are 
your options?
 “You/Emma,” an imaginative 
adaptation of “Madame Bova-
ry” written by Palo Alto native 
Paz Pardo in collaboration with 
actress Valerie Redd, riffs on 
19th-century French romanti-
cism, bringing it into the present 
with contemporary parallels. By 
masterfully delivering the mes-
sage in the second person, Pardo 
and Redd invite audiences to see 
themselves in a classic tragedy 
tempered with comic relief.
 The bovine Dr. Bovary is cap-
tured by a chorus of moos. Let-
ters and unpaid bills cascade 
from overhead boxes. And Emma 

Bovary, believing she’s about to 
elope with a no-good lover, is 
instead battered by a barrage of 
apricots that accompanies his 
farewell note. Meanwhile, video 
montages of Hollywood sex god-
desses like Marilyn Monroe, each 
with their own disillusionments, 
show that love is not forever, 
despite Doris Day’s wistful rendi-
tion of “When I Fall in Love.” In 
case you’re missing the point, the 
video of Judy Garland’s carefree 
“I Don’t Care” is particularly 
poignant.
 Described by the authors as 
“a postmodern fever dream of 
Madame Bovary,” in which a 
19th-century woman collides 
with her future counterparts, 
“You/Emma” held its world pre-
miere last year at New York’s 
IRT Theatre. Pardo, who gradu-
ated from Castilleja High School 
and Stanford University, brings 
the play home for its Bay Area 
premiere at the Pear Theatre, 
where she has also performed. 
“You/Emma” is co-presented by 
BootStrap Theatre Foundation, 

where Pardo’s mother, Sharmon 
Hilfinger, is founder and execu-
tive director. This well-crafted 
drama, which unfortunately has 
a short run, continues Thursday 
through Sunday, Dec. 15, at the 
Pear in Mountain View. 
 Redd, who won Best Solo Per-
formance for “You/Emma” at 
New York’s Innovative Theater 
Awards last year, carries the one-
woman show from the moment 
she enters, wearing a T-shirt with 
the words “Don’t Try to Make Me 
Smile.” She could have brought 
the message home by sporting a 
khaki-colored jacket emblazoned 
with “I Really Don’t Care. Do 
U?” but that would have been too 
obvious. Besides, it would have 
been tough to top a hooded jacket 
with a corset and hoopskirt when 
Redd transforms into Emma. Yet 
Redd as You/Emma manages to 
make the transitions seem almost 
effortless. Sometimes we shake 
our heads in disbelief at the char-
acter’s naivete, but we empathize.

 “If this were now, you would be 
diagnosed with bipolar disorder 
and put on medication,” she says, 
accompanied by chuckles of rec-
ognition from the audience.
“You/Emma” is a natural fit 
for the intimate Pear Theatre, 
where Redd, director Devin 
Brain and other creators of the 
New York show reprise their 
roles. The setting, designed by 
Bruno-Pierre Houle, appears 
simple at first glance, with two 
large overhead boxes, two video 
screens, a headless mannequin 
and a floor covered with golden 
leaves. But video projections by 
Kate Eminger and lighting and 
stellar sound effects by Jessica 
Greenberg transform this one-
woman show into a multime-
dia production, with clips from 
“Gone With the Wind” and other 
films as well as TV’s “Project 
Runway.” While we may laugh 
at the clips, we can’t help but 
notice that romantic delusions 
are hardly dated. “If it were now,” 
a phrase the character frequently 
utters, you might be “getting sexy 
in the back seat” instead of in a 
carriage or getting educated in 
a college instead of a convent, 
but some things don’t change all 
that much.

 Flaubert himself, played 
onscreen by Redd with a mous-
tache, offers his two cents, deliv-
ering key passages from the novel 
as well as his letters. Unfortu-
nately, perhaps because of uneven 
sound quality at the initial per-
formance, Flaubert’s words are 
sometimes muffled and the flop-
py moustache makes lipreading 
problematic.
 Unlike Flaubert, the other 
supporting characters in this 
one-woman drama are largely 
voiceless. With costume design-
er Christina Renee Polhemus’ 
simple accessories, the headless 
mannequin transforms into the 
men who pass through Emma’s 
life. With a nondescript brown 
sweater, he becomes the dull Dr. 
Bovary. With a flamboyant vest, 
he’s the roué Rodolphe, Emma’s 
first lover who breaks her heart. 
Then a long brown scarf turns 
him into the studious Leon, who, 
like Rodolphe, also loses interest. 
 With her lovers gone and all 
possibilities of escape dissipating 
amid her mounting debts, Emma, 
like myriad tragic heroines — 
Anna Karenina, Hedda Gabler, 
Cleopatra — sees no way out. The 

Are you Madame Bovary?
Pear production tempers classic tragedy with postmodern wit
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actress’s tears become our tears, 
and we leave the theater seeing 
ourselves as Emma. 
Ambitious and more complicated 
than it looks, “You/Emma” is 
entertaining as well as thought-
provoking. A

Janet Silver Ghent is a 
freelance writer.

What: “You/Emma.”

Where: Pear Theatre, 1110 La 

Avenida St., Mountain View.

When: Thursday at 7:30 p.m., 

Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and 

Sunday at 2 p.m. through Dec. 15.

Cost: $35, with senior and stu-

dent discounts.

Info: Go to thepear.org or phone 

650-254-1148.

IF YOU GO

BOVARY
continued from page 20

Photo courtesy of Bruno-Pierre House

Valerie Redd stars in “You/Emma” at the Pear Theatre.
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and that shines through with 
his Lizzie. As embodied by Mat-
tison, she’s a refreshingly mod-
ern heroine who stands up for 
herself and her imperfect, mad-
dening but loving family, and is 
unwilling to settle for less than 
she deserves in life. Gordon also 
said he finds Darcy’s character 
arc to be the most compelling, 
as he must allow himself to be 
vulnerable for perhaps the first 

time. That, too, shines through, 
as Darcy’s songs were my favor-
ite of the bunch, with driving 
pop-rock flavors and rhythms 
and a fantastic performance by 
Mortelliti, whose voice is remi-
niscent of a 1960s British pop 
star. The two leads boast good 
chemistry and comic timing.

Other cast standouts include 
Rietkerk as Jane, with a voice 
that’s all sweetness; Brian Hern-
don as the hilariously odi-
ous Mr. Collins, the clergy-
man who’ll inherit the Bennets’ 
estate; Lucinda Hitchcock Cone 
as his snobby patron Lady Cath-
erine De Bourgh; Leland, whose 
tongue-tied, gentle Bingley is 
able to express his passionate 
inner thoughts thanks to Gor-
don’s fine songwriting; and 
WolfKlain, whose underap-
preciated Mary introduces set-
tings and scenes in a deadpan, 
eye-rolling style that on opening 
night drew audience laughter 
each and every time (as did 
Adams’ very funny, Valley girl-
ish delivery of Caroline’s letters).

Joe Ragey’s scenic design, full 
of greenery, candlelight and oil 
paintings, is beautiful, as are 
costumes by Fumiko Bielefeldt, 
who puts a slightly modern 

twist on classic Regency period 
designs.
“Pride and Prejudice,” Gordon 
said, “is sort of a silly story in 
many ways, about some foolish 
people,” but also “this incredible 
reflection of society and how we 
see ourselves.” Lizzie and Darcy 
prove to be a love story worth 
swooning for and their genteel, 
articulate world one in which 
audiences are more than happy 
to spend some time. Bigger Aus-
ten devotees than I will no doubt 
have their own informed 
thoughts, favorite moments and/
or quibbles with this musical 
adaptation. I say, as a warm-
hearted, witty production it 
stands on its own merits. A pre-
miere to be proud of, surely. A

Karla Kane is arts and 
entertainment editor of 

the Palo Alto Weekly, The 
Almanac’s sister publication.

PRIDE
continued from page 19

What: “Pride and Prejudice.”

Where: Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 

Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.

When: Through Jan. 4.

Tickets: $30-$100.

Info: theatreworks.org.

IF YOU GO

LEARNING
STRATEGIES

Committed to Excellence in Education

• Prep for ISEE, HSPT, SAT & other tests
• Homework coaching & study skills
• Help with applications and essays
• K-12 students in all subject areas

• One-on-one, in-home tutoring

CALL OUR OFFICE NOW 
FOR A PHONE CONSULTATION, 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
LEARNING STRATEGIES, 
OR TO SET UP IN-HOME 

TUTORING SESSIONS WITH ONE 
OF OUR QUALIFIED EDUCATORS.

victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com

www.creative-learning-strategies.com
free hour of tutoring* 

*with 10 hour commitment

SCHEDULE IN-HOME 
PRIVATE TUTORING 

AROUND YOUR 
BUSY CALENDAR

(650) 747-9651

South Palo Alto
FOOD CLOSET

Every month, over 300 hungry PA families are forced 
to depend on So. Palo Alto Food Closet to answer this 
question. And we’ve been providing no cost food to these 
families in need in our community for nearly 
forty years. Please help us continue this proud 
tradition by donating whatever you can. As 
often as you can. No-one in our community 
should go to bed hungry. Please use QR 
Code: to make a donation.

What’s for dinner?

www.southpaloaltofoodcloset.com
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Theater
 The heartwarming 

holiday classic, “Miracle on 34th Street,” is 
retold in the tradition of a live 1940s era radio 
broadcast. Dec. 18-22; times vary. $20-$38; 
discount for students. Bus Barn Theatre, 97 
Hillview Ave., Los Altos. losaltosstage.org

 TheatreWorks Silicon 
Valley brings literature’s most infamous battle 
of the sexes to life. Through Jan. 4, 2020; 
times vary. $34-$108. Lucie Stern Theatre, 
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. theatre-
works.org

 Based on the 
popular Grimm Brothers fairy tale, the Palo 
Alto Children’s Theatre brings “The Princess 
and the Frog” to the stage. Dec. 21-22; times 
vary. $12-$14. Palo Alto Children’s Theatre, 
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. cityofpalo-
alto.org

 A tribute and 
parody, “The One Hour Star Wars Trilogy: 
Live!” tells the stories of “New Hope,” “The 
Empire Strikes Back”, and “Return of the Jedi” 
in roughly one hour. Jokes, toys, a live “trailer” 
for “The Lord of the Rings,” ridiculous props 
and costumes and general geekiness abound. 
Dec. 19-22; times vary. $15-$100. Dragon 
Theatre, 2120 Broadway St., Redwood City. 
dragonproductions.net

Concerts 
 New 

Century Chamber Orchestra celebrates the 
holidays with the debut appearance of mezzo-
soprano Anne Sofie von Otter, performing a 
selection of arias and traditional holiday songs. 
Dec. 18, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $30-$67.50. First 
United Methodist Church, 625 Hamilton Ave., 
Palo Alto. ncco.org

 Weekly noon-time 
organ recitals on the two Flentrop organs at 
All Saints Episcopal Church. Each recital will 
include at least one work by J.S. Bach. Tues-
days through May 26, 2020, 12:15-12:45 p.m. 
Free. All Saints Episcopal Church, 555 Waver-
ley St., Palo Alto. asaints.org

 The Ragazzi Continuo 
choir presents “Winter Wonderland,” a holiday 
concert series featuring diverse pieces from 
texts by Shakespeare to Austrian drinking 
songs, as well as works by Vivaldi, Mendels-
sohn, Debussy and more. Dec. 21, 7:30-9 p.m. 
$15-$25; discount for seniors and students. 
Saint Ann Chapel Anglican Church, 541 Mel-
ville Ave., Palo Alto. ragazzicontinuo.org

Festivals & Fairs 
 Fulton Street lights 

up this Christmas season, marking the 79th 
annual Christmas Tree Lane event. Through 
Dec. 31, 5-11 p.m. Free. Christmas Tree Lane, 
1705 Fulton St., Palo Alto. christmastreelane.
org

 Woodside Village Church hosts the Vil-
lage Hub holiday party with complimentary 
champagne for shoppers, cookie decorating 
and bouncy houses for the children, live music 
and more. Dec. 20, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. $1-$16; gift 
fair free to attend. Woodside Village Church, 
3154 Woodside Road, Woodside. wvchurch.
org

 Hidden Villa 
celebrates the shortest day of the year with 
festive crafts, hot drinks, solstice stories and 
music. Dec. 21, 1-3:30 p.m. $15. Hidden Villa, 
26870 Moody Road, Los Altos Hills. hidden-
villa.org

Talks & Lectures 
 Former Menlo Park 

resident Michael Reza Farzi discusses his 
work as a Peace Corps volunteer in Botswana 
and the history, languages and cultures of the 
Southern African country. Dec. 18, 7-8 p.m. 
Free. Menlo Park Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo 
Park. menlopark.org

Family 
 Visitors can reserve a 

day at the Hidden Villa farm and tailor the 
reservation to include private farm tours for up 
to 30 people and one of three picnic areas. 
Dec. 21-22, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. $180-$275; prices 
vary between packages. Hidden Villa, 26870 
Moody Road, Los Altos Hills. hiddenvilla.org

Museums & Exhibits 
 Bay Area Lego 

User Group and the Bay Area Lego Train Club 
co-host the annual holiday show featuring train 
layouts, Bay Area landmarks, castles, min-
iature cities, sculptures, portraits, and more 
made out of Legos. Dec. 20-Jan. 5, 2020, 11 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. $3. The Museum of American 
Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto. moah.org

 This 
exhibit features landscapes, still lifes, nudes 
and portraits created by Edward Weston in 
Mexico and Ansel Adams in the American 
southwest. Through Jan. 6, 2020; 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; closed Tuesdays. Free. Cantor Arts 
Center, 328 Lomita Drive, Stanford. museum.
stanford.edu

 
Featuring paintings made in the last five years, 
Jordan Casteel’s large-scale portraits of Har-
lem community members are intimate portray-
als of often overlooked members of society. 
Through Feb. 2, 2020; 11 a.m.-5 p.m., closed 
Tuesdays. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomi-
ta Drive, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu

 “Left of Center” exhibition 
seeks to show how modes of art-making 
that originated on the West Coast decisively 
changed the topography of American mod-
ernism. Through Sept. 20, 2020; times vary; 
closed Tuesdays. Free. Anderson Collection, 
314 Lomita Drive, Stanford. events.stanford.
edu

 Artist Ian Wing’s “Our 
Sacred Coast” is an exhibition of landscapes, 
including plein air and studio pieces depicting 
select locations across the California coastline. 
Through Jan. 20, 2020; times vary. Free. Com-
munity School of Music and Arts, 230 San 
Antonio Circle, Mountain View. arts4all.org

 Memory, history and 
making collide in the work of contemporary 
artists McArthur Binion, Charles Gaines, Julie 
Mehretu and Analia Saban. Through Feb. 
17, 2020; 11 a.m.-5 p.m., closed Tuesdays. 
Anderson Collection, 314 Lomita Drive, Stan-
ford. events.stanford.edu

 See an intimate and 
interactive installation of famed Bay Area artist 
Richard Diebenkorn’s paintings and sketch-
books that shed light on the artist’s process, 
including his shift from figurative to more 
abstract work. Ongoing; times vary; closed 
Tuesdays. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomi-
ta Drive, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu

 The Capital Group 
Foundation’s gift of 1,000 photographs 
includes works by American photographers 
Ansel Adams, Edward Curtis, John Gutmann, 
Helen Levitt, Wright Morris, Gordon Parks and 
Edward Weston. Through Jan. 5, 2020, 12:30 
p.m. Free. Stanford University, 450 Jane Stan-
ford Way, Stanford. events.stanford.edu

Galleries 
 “Collusion” is a joint exhibition 

by Inna Cherneykina and Marina Goldberg, 
featuring oil and watercolor paintings of color-
ful landscape, cityscape and still life scenes. 
Through Dec. 31, 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; closed 
Sundays. Free. Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor 
Road, Menlo Park. portolaartgallery.com

Dance
 Palo Alto Children’s Theatre 

presents June Walker Rogers’ adaptation 
of “The Nutcracker,” perfect for parents and 
children. Dec. 18-22; times vary. $14-$16; 
discounts for children. Palo Alto Children’s 
Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. 
cityofpaloalto.org

 “It’s a Won-
derful Nutcracker” blends the traditional 
“Nutcracker” ballet with Frank Capra’s iconic 
1940s film, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” Dec. 21-22; 
times vary. $29-$62. Menlo-Atherton Perform-
ing Arts Center, 555 Middlefield Road, Ather-
ton. menloweballet.org

Lessons & Classes 
 Volunteers 

look over resumes and make recommenda-
tions on how to improve applications and how 
to stand out from other job seekers. Dec. 18, 9 
a.m.-noon. Free. Jobtrain, 1200 O’Brien Drive, 
Menlo Park. eventbrite.com

Outdoor Recreation
 Docents Stephen 

Buckhout, Padma Satisha and Paul Billig lead 

a 4-mile hike on Old Page Mill Trail to explore a 
section of the former road to Page’s Mill. Dec. 
25, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. Skyline Ridge Pre-
serve, Highway 35, La Honda. openspace.org

-
 Docents Mary Brunkhorst, Kate 

Gudmundson, Laura Levin and Dennis Smith 
guide an exploration of the wooded El Corte 
de Madera Creek Preserve. Dec. 18, 10:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Free. El Corte de Madera 
Creek Preserve, Highway 35, Redwood City. 
openspace.org

 “Holidays at Filoli: Garden 
Lights” features an outdoor lights program 
with festive lights throughout the estate and 

the Terrace Bar, serving apple cider and 
mulled wine. Dec. 19-29, 4-8 p.m. $18-$35; 
children 5 and under free. Filoli Gardens, 86 
Canada Road, Woodside. facebook.com

 Docents Bill and Mari-
lyn Bauriedel and Farhana Kazi lead a hike 
through the Ancient Oaks, Bo Gimbel and 
Ridge Trails, observing that trees are casting 
extra-long shadows due to the angle of the 
Earth. Dec. 20, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. Russian 
Ridge Preserve, Skyline Blvd. and Alpine 
Road, Redwood City. openspace.org

Community Groups 
 

The Sci-Fi/Fantasy Book Club discusses Cory 
Doctrow’s “future fiction” book, “Down and 
Out in the Magic Kindgom.” Dec. 23, 7:15-8:30 
p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800 Alma St., 
Menlo Park. menlopark.org

 
Mystery Readers Group hosts a holiday party 
filled with interesting games and snacks. Dec. 
18, 7-9 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800 
Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org

Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar  
to see more calendar listings

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
GO EZ MAINTENANCE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 283058 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Go EZ Maintenance, located at 618 Bay Road, 
Redwood City, CA 94063, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
FELIPE DAVID GOMEZ 
618 Bay Road 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
November 12, 2019.  
(ALM Nov. 27; Dec. 4, 11, 18, 2019)

THE UPS STORE #5639 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 283171 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
The UPS Store #5639, located at 3130 Alpine 
Rd. Ste. 288, Portola Valley, CA 94028, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
HAN GROUP, LLC 
3130 Alpine Rd. Ste. 288 
Portola Valley, CA 94028 
CA 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 03/30/2018. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
November 20, 2019.  
(ALM Nov. 27; Dec. 4, 11, 18, 2019)

M&J TOWING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 283166 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
M&J Towing, located at 427 Macarthur Ave., 
Redwood City, CA 94063, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
MIGUEL ANGEL SANDOVAL LARA 
2329 Menalto Ave. 
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
November 20, 2019.  
(ALM Nov. 27; Dec. 4, 11, 18, 2019)

LINDSEY HUTCHINSON WELLNESS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 283186 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Lindsey Hutchinson Wellness, located at 1388 
Elder Avenue, Menlo park, CA 94025, San 
Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
LINDSEY WALKER HUTCHINSON 
1388 Elder Avenue 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is conducted by: An Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
November 21, 2019.  
(ALM Dec. 11, 18, 25, 2019; Jan. 1, 2020)

LA STANZA 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 283287 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
La Stanza, located at 651 Oak Grove Ave., 
Suite H, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ANGELO CUCCO 
1364 Laurel St. #1 
San Carlos, CA 94070 
MIGUEL ANGEL PRADO LUNA 
1235 Jefferson Ave. #217 
Redwood City, CA 94062 
This business is conducted by: A General 
Partnership.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
December 6, 2019.  
(ALM Dec. 18, 25, 2019; Jan. 1, 8, 2020)

MALLETT SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 283222 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Mallett Sports and Entertainment, located at 
50 Woodside Plaza #106, Redwood City, CA 
94061, San Mateo County.  
Registered owner(s): 
MALLETT SPORTS LLC 
50 Woodside Plaza #106 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
CA 
This business is conducted by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 08/20/2014. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
November 26, 2019.  
(ALM Dec. 18, 25, 2019; Jan. 1, 8, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
SUMMONS 
(CITACION JUDICIAL) 
 
CASE NUMBER: 19CIV00085 
(Numero del Caso):  
 
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: 
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO): 
MAYSA HAMZA  
and DOES 1 — 10, Inclusive 
 
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:  
(LO ESTA DEMANDADO EL DEMANDATE): 
VLADIMIR ROZNYATOVSKI and TATIANA 
BAYEVA 
 
NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may 
decide against you without your being heard 
unless you respond within 30 days. Read the 
Information below. 
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this 
summons and legal papers are served on you 
to file a written response at this court and 
have a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or 
phone call will not protect you. Your written 
response must be in proper legal form if you 
want the court to hear your case. There may 
be a court form that you can use for your 
response. You can find these court forms and 
more information at the California Courts 
Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or 
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot 
pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee 
waiver form. If you do not file your response 
on time, you may lose the case by default, 
and your wages, money, and property may be 

taken without further warning from the court. 
There are other legal requirements. You may 
want to call an attorney right away. If you 
do not know an attorney, you may want to 
call an attorney referral service. If you cannot 
afford an attorney, you may be eligible for 
free legal services from a nonprofit legal 
services program. You can locate these 
nonprofit groups at the California Legal 
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts Online Self-Help 
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or 
by contacting your local court or county 
bar association. NOTE: The court has a 
statutory lien for waived fees and cost on any 
settlement or arbitration award of $10,000 or 
more in a civil case. The court’s lien must be 
paid before the court will dismiss the case. 
 AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde 
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decidir 
en su contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la 
information a continuacion. 
 Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues 
de que le entreguen esta citacion y papeles 
legales para presentar una respuesta por 
escrito en esta corte y hacer que se entregue 
una copia al demandante. Una carta o 
una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su 
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en 
formato legal correcto si desea que procesen 
su caso en la corte. Es posible que haya un 
formulario que usted pueda usar para su 
respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios 
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro 
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California (www.
sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes 
de su condado o en la corte que le quede 
mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota de 
presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte 
que le de un formulario de exencion de 
pago de cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta 
a tiempo, puede perder el caso por 
incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su 
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.  
 Hay otros requisitos legales. Es recomendable 
que llame a un abogado inmediatamente. 
Si no conoce a un abogado, puede llamar 
a un servicio de remision a abogados. Si 
no puede pagar a un abogado, es posible 
que cumpla con los requisitos para obtener 
servicios legales gratuitos de un programa 
de servicios legales sin fines de lucro. Puede 
encontrar estos grupos sin fines de lucro en el 
sitio web de California Legal Services, (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro de Ayuda 
de las Cortes de California, (www.sucorte.
ca.gov) o poniendose en contacto con la 
corte o el colegio de abogados locales. AVISO: 
Por ley, la corte tiene derecho a reclamar las 
cuotas y los costos exentos por imponer un 
gravamen sobre cualquier recuperacion de 
$10,000 o mas de valor recibida mediante 
un acuerdo o una concesion de arbitraje en 
un caso de derecho civil, Tiene que pagar el 
gravamen de la corte antes de que la corte 
pueda desechar el caso. 
 
The name and address of the court is: 
(El nombre y direccion de la corte es): 
SAN MATEO SUPERIOR COURT  
400 COUNTY CENTER, 
REDWOOD CITY, CA 94063 
The name, address and telephone number 
of plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an 
attorney, is: 
(El nombre, la direccion y el numero de 
telefono del abogado del demandante, o del 
demandante que no tiene abogado, es): 
David S. Henshaw 
1871 The Alameda, Ste. 333 
San Jose, CA 95126 
Phone: (408) 533-1075 
 
DATE: January 8, 2019 
(Fecha):  
Neal Taniguchi 
Clerk, by /s/ ______________, Deputy  
(Secretario)                                  (Adjunto) 
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are 
served 
(ALM Dec. 18, 25, 2019; Jan. 1, 8, 2020)

Public Notices

For legal advertising call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578.

Submitting items for the Calendar
Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar 
module at the top right side of the page. Click on “Add your event.” If 
the event is of interest to a large number of people, also e-mail a press 
release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.

M E E T I N G S ,  M U S I C ,  T H E AT E R ,  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Calendar
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1280 Sharon Park Dr #27,  
Menlo Park

Offered at $1,468,000
Omar Kinaan  ·  650.776.2828

Lic. #01723115

103 Hillside Dr, Woodside
Price reduced to $2,400,000

Chris Iverson  ·  650.450.0450
Lic. #01708130

SILICON VALLE Y HOMES

Other Offices  BELVEDERE-TIBURON  ·   BERKELEY  ·   DANVILLE  ·   L AFAYET TE  ·   MILL VALLEY  ·   MONTCL AIR

NAPA  ·   NOVATO  ·   OAKL AND  ·   ROSS VALLEY  ·   SAN RAFAEL  ·   SAUSALITO  ·   STINSON BEACH 

Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.

People have looked to Sotheby’s
to discover the best in life
for more than 250 years.

Ask your Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty agent  
about opportunities around the world or around the corner.

Menlo Park Office
640 Oak Grove Ave

650.847.1141

Palo Alto Office
728 Emerson St
650.644.3474

Los Altos Office
195 S. San Antonio Rd

650.941.4300

Woodside Office
2989 Woodside Rd

650.851.6600

Los Gatos Office
663 Blossom Hill Rd

408.358.2800

Tokyo, Japan
Property ID: E85M5T
sir.com

240 Glenwood Ave, Woodside
Price reduced to $2,195,000

Chris Iverson  ·  650.450.0450
Lic. #01708130

1433 Kentfield Ave, Redwood City
Offered at $1,450,000

Brian Ayer  ·  650.242.2473
Lic. #01870281

183 Ocean Blvd, El Granada
Offered at $2,300,000

Marian Bennett  ·  650.678.1108
Lic. #01463986

Woodside Vineyard Estate
Offered at $24,600,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795

Noelle Queen  ·  650.427.9211
Lic. #01917593

623 Woodland Ave, Menlo Park
Offered at $2,995,000

Annette Smith  ·  650.766.9429
Lic. #01180954

1458 Hudson St #107,  
Redwood City

Offered at $449,000
Omar Kinaan  ·  650.776.2828

Lic. #01723115

445 Mountain Home Rd, Woodside
Offered at $9,500,000

Shena Hurley  ·  650.575.0991
Lic. #01152002

Susie Dews  ·  650.302.2639
Lic. #00781220

177 Ramoso Rd, Portola Valley
Price reduced to $6,175,000
Alex Bouja  ·  408.489.0025

Lic. # 01744054

Woodside Farmhouse
Offered at $19,995,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795

Noelle Queen  ·  650.427.9211
Lic. #01917593

Generational Napa Estate
Offered at $14,250,000

Dulcy Freeman  ·  650.804.8884
Lic. #01342352
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Compass  
proudly welcomes 
Sean Foley  
to our Woodside 
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By joining Compass,  
Sean Foley is reshaping the 
home buying and
selling process for his 
clients through the use of 
exciting new technology, 
while offering the same 
white glove service. A top 
selling agent in Woodside 
and a top 20 agent for all 
of Northern California at his 
previous brokerage, Sean 
Foley is a welcome addition 
to our local Compass family. 

Sean Foley
REALTOR®  |  DRE 00870112
650.207.6005
sean.foley@compass.com
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Providing Exceptional Service to Clients on the Mid-Peninsula:
Buyers, Sellers, Developers, and Investors

Here’s a sample of a few recent transactions.

COLLEEN FORAKER
Realtor®   DRE#: 01349099

650.380.0085

colleen.foraker@compass.com

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of 
subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by 
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended 
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been 
verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement 
is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. 
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